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COMMITTEES FOR THE SESSION.

Council’s Message.

Message from the Council received and
read notifying the personnel of sessional com-
mittees appointed by that House.

BILL—SUPPLY (No. 1.), £3,100,000.

Returned from the Council without amend-
ment.

House adjourned. at 9.8 p.m.
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The DEPUTY SPEAKER took the Chair
at 2.15 p.m,, and read prayers,

- QUESTIONS.
KOOLAX ISLAND IRON-ORE,

Ads te Consulting Parliament on
Frploitation Proposal.

Hon, A. A. M. COVERLEY (on notice)
asked the Minister representing the Minister
for Mines:

Will he undertake to give Parliament the
right to decide any proposal that would in-
volve the exploitation of the iron-ore de-
posits at Koolan Island for other than pro-
cessing  and mannfacture in  Western
Australia?

The CHIEYF SECRETARY replied:

I cannot assume to give Parliament any
right or take awav any vight it already has,
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RAILWAYS.
As to Appointments of Adwministrative
Officers.

Mr. MARSHALL (on notice) asked the
Minister for Railways:

Mr., C. Reymond, Acting Secretary for
Railways, and Mr. Raynor, Acting Assist-
ant to the Commissioner of Railways, were
appointed to these respective positions in
an acting capacity hy the previous Govern-
ment,

{2) Has the present Government made
these appointments permanent under’Sec-
tion 68 of the Railways Act?

{b) If so, upon what date was the neces-
sary Executive Council minute signed?

The MINISTER replied:

{a) His Execliency the Lieutenani-Gov-
ernor in Executive Council has approved
the appointment of Mr. C. Reymond as
Seeretary for Railways and My, P. C. Ray-
nor as Personal Assistant to the Commis-
sioner,

{b) 23rd July, 1947,

GOLDMINING.

4s to_State Battery Relurns fo Prospectors.

Mr. TRIAT (on notice} asked the Minis-
ter representing the Minister for Mines:

In view of the statement atfributed to
the Minister for Mines in the “Kalgoorlie
Miner” of the 2nd inst., will he advise how
many grains per ton a prospector wonld re-
cover from a State battery from sands
valued at 3 dwt, equalling 72 grs. per ton?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:
10.8 grains per fon of ore crushed.

CHARCOAL-IRON INDUSTRY.
ds to Appointment of Mr. A. Gibzon

to Inquire.

Hon, A. R. G. HAWKE (on notice)
asked the Minister for Industrial Develop-
ment:

Will he lay on the Table of the House
all papers covering the appointment of Mer.
A. Gibson to inquire into the Wundowie
Chareoal-Tron and Wood Distillation In-
dustry?

The MINISTER replied:

Consideration will be given to the matter
as soon as the report of Mr, Alexander
Gibson is availahle,
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SAWN TIMBER.
As to Quantities Exported.
Mr. HOAR ({on notice) asked the Prem-

1er— >

1, What quantities of sawn timber were
exported fo the Eastern States for the two
six-monfhly periods July-December, 1946,
and January-June, 19471

2, Are the quantities being exported fur-
ther increasing f

3, What quantities of sawn timber were
exported to places outside Australia for the
two six-monthly periods July-December,
1946, and January-June, 1947%

4, Are the gnantities being exported to
such places increasing$

5, Has it come to his knowledge that the
statement is freely made that jarrah is now
easier to obtain in South Australia than
in Western Australia?

The PREMIER replied:

1, July-December, 1946, 29,293 loads;
January-June, 1947, 18,309 loads.

2, Figures show a substantial reduction,
but production for the Eastern States has
been higher than quantities actually shipped
for January-June, 1947, owing 1o diffienlties
with regard to railway trucks and shipping.
This will be reflected in higher shipments
from July to December of this year.

3, July-December, 1946, 9,834 loads;
January-June, 1947, 10,623 loads.

4, Oversea exports as above are within
an approved programme. There will be
s0me increase in oversea sleeper exports
in the coming six months due to reduced
requirements for the Commonwealth railway
system,

5, Any statement that jerrah is more easy
to obtain in South Australia than in West-
ern Australia is contrary to fact.

MILK.

As to Scheme for Improving Supply and
Distribution.

Hon, J. T. TONKIN (on notice) asked
the Minister for Agrienlture:

1, Is the action of the Milk Board in
refusing to approve of contracts except as
between dairymen and holders of treatment
licenses a scheme, or part of a scheme, for
the improvement of the supply, delivery or
distribution of milk for consumers?

[ASSEMBLY.)

2, If the answer fo gquestion 1 is in the
effirmative, has the scheme for the improve-
ment of the supply, delivery or distribu-
tion of mik to counsumers been submibied
by the Milk Board to him for considera-
tion ¢

3, Has he approved of the scheme?

The MINISTER replied:
1, No. )
2 and 3, answered by No, 1,

HOUSING,

{a) As to Homes Completed and Under
Construction,

Hon. P. J. S. WISE (en notice) asked
the Premier: :
1, How many homes nnder Housing Com-
mission control were—
{a) Completed in Western Australia for
the month of March, 1947¢ '
(b) Completed during the months of
May, June and July, 1947, and for which
permits had been issued in the time of the
Labour Government?
(c) Under construction ss at the 1st
April, 19479
(d) Represented in contracis Jet and
for which construetion had not com-
menced at the 1st April, 1947%
2, How many houses dealt with by private
ownership were involved in aspects similar
to (a), (b), (e), (d) in Question 1%

3, How many houses ape at present in
course of consfruction both by Housing
Commission and privaie contracts in connec-
tion with permits issned and contracts let
since the 1st April, 19471

4, How many homes have heen completed
in respect to Housing Commission eontracts
approved sinee the 1st April, 19471

5, How many young married couples and
couples with one child have been granted
homes and are in occupation of such homes
and which have been approved for such oe-
cupation since the 1st April, 19471

The PREMIER replied:

1, (a) Commonwealth-State Housing
Agreement, 77; State Housing Commission
and War Service Homes, 23; total, 100.

(b) Commonwealth-State Housing Agree-
ment, May 69, June 45, July 90; State
Housing Commission and War Service
Homes, May 38, June 17, July 38; McNess
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Housing Trust, May 2, June 3, July nil;
respective totals, May 109, June 65, July
128, .

{e) Commonwealth-State Housing Agree-

ment, 563; State Housing Commission and
War Service Homes, 165; McNess Honging
Trust, 15; total 743.

(d) Commonwenlth State Housing Agree-
ment, 274; State Housing Commission, War
Service Homes, and McNess Housing Trust,
not available.

2, (a) 205; (b) May 43, June 128, July
not yet available; (e¢) 390; (d) not avail-
able,

3, Commonwealth-State Housing Agree-
ment, 405; State Housing Commission and
War Service Homes, 116; McNess Trust, 4;
private, not available,

4, Commonwealth-State Housing Agree-
ment, nil; State Housing Commission and
War Serviee Homes, nil; McNess Housing
Trust, nil; private, not available.

5, Nine. .

(b) As to Purchase of Naval Base Military
Huyta.

Mr. FOX (on notice) asked the Premier:

1, Has the Government given considers-
tion to the purchasing of military hufs at
Naval Base, with a view for use for housing
purposes

2, What decision bas been arrived at?

The PREMIER replied:

1, Yes. Representations have been made
to the Prime Minister with a view to the
State aequiring the buildings.

2, A reply has not been received from the
Prime Migister,

FORESTS DEPARTMENT.
As to Pins Plantation Near Beaconsfield.

Mr. FOX (on notice) asked the Minister
for Foreats:

1, Is he aware that the Forests Depart-
ment is utilising a valuable tract of country
within one and a half miles of the Beacons-
field tram terminus for a pine plantation?

2, That this land is necessary for the
further expansion of the - City of Fre-
mantle?

3, That the pines already planted cut off
the currents of air from windmills to the
detriment of primary producers?
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4, Would be advise the Forests Depart-
ment to discontinue planting pines in this
area when there are thousands of acres of
poor land available for this project?

The MINISTER replied:

1, The Jorests Departrent is planting the

University Endowment Lands at Applecross
under agreement with the University, Tha
area is known as the Somerville Pine Planta-
tion. .
2, The area is within the Melville Road
Board District and outside the boundaries
of the Fremantle Municipal Council. There
is ample scope for expansion of the City of
Fremantle without encroacking on the
Somerville Pine Plantation.

3, Only onc complaint has been received

_ about pines entting off the current of air

from windmills, and this has been satis-
factorily adiusted with the scttler.

4, The agreement between the University
and the Forests Department made io 1926
provides for a regular planting programma
of 100 acres per annum snd the whole of the
arez will have been planted by 1948, The
plantation has been established on land par-
tieularly smited to the growth of Maritime
Pines, which are developing very satis-
faetorily.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY,
Third Day.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. J. T. TONKIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [2.25]: Mr. Deputy Speaker, hav-
ing seen the files velating to the Metropoli-
tan Market Trust and the Dairy Products
Marketing Board, I find it necessary to make
some additions to what I said the other
evening. First, I desire to thank the Min-
ister for having made the files available to
the House; and, before T proeeed further,
T apologise to him for two statements which
I made by way of interjection, one denying
that I had deferred the appointment in con-
nection with the Dairy Produets Markebing
Board, and the other that, with the excep-
tion of the appointment to the Potato Mar-
keting Board, which appoiniment I had
tnade at the request of the present Premier,
I had not made any other appointment after
the previous Government was defeated. I
can give 2 completely satisfactory explana-
tion of bath these matters, but T apologise
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to the Minister for having denied at the time
that I had done those things, my recollection
not having been thoroughly efficient.

1 endeevour to strive for accuracy. I am
not always able to achieve it, but I strive
for it, and that is why I shall make some
additions to what I said the other evening.
Before 1 proceed to elaborate on the case
with which I dealt, I desire to explain the
two appointments to whieh the Minister for
Agriculture has objected. He suggested that
I shonld have made the appointment to the
Dairy Products Marketing Board, but that
instend of doing so, I defeired it. The facts
are thesa: The papers relating to the Dairy
Products Marketing Board reached me on
the 25th March, some days after the previ-
ous Government had been defeated and
within seven days of that Government’s
handing over to the new Government. The
new (Government took office on the 1st April.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: Very appropriate!

Hon, J. T. TONKIN: So, seven days be-
fore that, T had before me the papers recom-
mending the appointment of certain persons
to the Dairy Products Marketing Board, I
submit, Mr. Deputy Speaker, that very pro-
perly under the cireumstances, as the vae-
ancy did not occur until the 8th June, which
was more than two months after the new
Government fook offiee, I did not make the
appointment. 1t would have been wrong
of me, I consider, to do so. The Minister
for Agriculture bhelieves otherwise. He
thinks I should have done it. I leave it to
the House to judge what would have hap-
pened had I done so and what attitude the
present Government would have taken under
those circumstances. Therefore, I make no
apology whatever for not having made the
appointment. Tt is what 99 Ministers out
of 100 would have done in the same cireum-
stanees. Any other attitude eould not have
been justified. With regard to the Metro-
politan Market Trust the position was en-
tirely different. The vaeaney had oceurred
many months before owing to the election
to the Senate of Mr. J. A. Cooke, who was
obliged to resign his position on the board
becanse of his election,

1t had been the practice, in appointing a
consumers’ representative on the Market
Trust, to ask for nominetions from a body
representative of all the unionists in the
metropolitan area. That body is the Met-
ropolitan Counel) of the ALP. T followed
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the practice of my predecessor and asked
the council to forward a panel of pames,
which it did on the 5th December, placing
Mr. Webb as No. 1 choice. That was the
choice of the unionists themselves. The Min-
ister for Agriculture made some play the
other night on the faet that I had appointed
a man already in a good job to the Market
Trust, and to a job which gave him an addi-
tional £3 a week. I did so, but on the
recommmendation of the unionists themselves,
who submitted his name as No. 1 choice.
The recommendation came to me on the 5th
December. I immediately asked the Under
Secretary for Agriculture to have the neces-
sary papers prepared so that the appoint-
ment could be made. That appointment was
therefore virtually made before the election.
I will give members the exaet date.

The Minister for Lands; I think yon will
find the Executive Couneil minute dated the
31st March.

Hon. J. T. TONEKIN: I am not talking
about the minute, but the dirvection to the
Under Secretary.

The Minister for Lands: T am sorry.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I received adviece
from the meiropolitan eouncil dated the 5th
March. My minute :1ddressed te the Under
Secretary is dated tne 10th March, and
reads—

Please have papers preparaid fur the appoint-

ment of (', H. Webb,
So the appointment was virtually made be-
fore the election. It was not possible for
the Government to have an, Exeentive Coun-
cil meeting so close to the election. We were
all busy about the couwntry. At the first
Executive Council meeting after the elee-
tion, the appointment of Mr. Webb was
made. That was the 21st March. So the
facts are that the vacaney had ocebrred
months before whereas, with regard to the
Dairy Products Marketing Board, the vac-
ancy was not to ocenr until some months
henee. Further, the decision {0 appoint Mr.
Webb had been made before the eleetion and
the papers would have gone through in the
ordinary. way had there been time for an
Executive Couneil meeting. Such meeting
was not held until the 21st March, and st
that meeting the appointment was made. If
there is anything wrong in that, I fail to
see it. That is an appointment which, under
those cireumstances, any responsible Minis-
ter would have made.
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With regard to the appointment made to amend the Aet so that such a thing cannot

the Dairy Products Marketing Board by the
present Minister, I find it was done by Cab-
inet decision. The decision to appoint Mr.
Philp was a Cabinet decision. Therefore, the
Government knew full well what was being
dong, and knew that it was not in accordanee
with its promise to the people before the elec-
tion. We were told the other evening that two
of the reasons this appointment was made
were firstly the desire to put a returned sol-
dier on the board, and secondly that Mr.
Ryan was well over 70. So it was made
under a misapprehension, because Mr. Ryan
is not well over 70; he is 67.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Only a boy!

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Not so much older
than Mr. Philp.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Or the member for
Nedlands!

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: If the Government
made the appointment under the impression
that he was well over 70, that was a pretiy
slipshod way to do things—starting to guess,
without making certain. Let us take the re-
turned soldier aspect. The Government
sought to ecapitalise the fact that a non-
returned soldier was being put off the board
and a returned soldier was being put om.
That sounds &ll right, and it is all right if
it is consistent-—if that is the poliey; sack
evervhbody and put returned soldiers on.

The Premier: That is not the policy.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: That is what was
argued in this case. “The man is not a re-
tarned soldier, so sack him and put a re-
turned soldier on.” But that was not done
in connection with the directorship of the
School of Mines at Kalgoorlie. There the
man next in line for promotion was a re-
turned soldier but he was passed over. He
was attached to the School of Mines and
was a returned soldier with excellent ereden-
tials, but he was passed over and a non-
returned soldier from the Mines Department
was given the job. So it is idle for the
Government to plead that in connection with
the £12 a year job it was necessary to put a
returned soldier in but with & job where the
salary wag hundreds of pounds—opretty close
to £1,000, I understand—it did not matter
whether the man appointed was a returned
soldier or not. That is pretty thin, and I
understand that the R.S.L. at Kalgoorlie are
up in arms over this, and have asked the
Federa! Attorncy General to endeavour to

oceur again.
Mr. Leslie: Not only for that one.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: No.

Mr. Leshe: Not only for what the (overn-
ment does, either!

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: It is to stop the
Government making a lot more appoint-
ments of that kind.

Mr. Leslie: It is.to stop quite a lot more
people, too.

Hon, J. T. TONKIN: It is only the Gov-
crnment that can make these appointments
here,

The Attorney (Peneral: Was it not on the
recommetdation of a Goldfields committec
that the appointment was made?

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: The recommenda-
tion of the Under Seeretary was that Mr.
Ryan he appointed on the board.

The Attorney General: T am referring to
Kalgoorlie.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I do not know.
The Attorney General: I think you will
find that is so.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: But the Government
does not take any notice of recommendat-
ions! The recommendation in c¢onnection
with the Dairy Products Marketing Board
was that Mr. Ryan be appointed. It was
a recommendation from the Under Secretary.
The joke of this is that Mr. Philp thought
he had been appointed to the Milk Board,
and woke up to find himself on the Dairy
Products Marketing Board! What happened
I do not know. He knew he was going on
some board, hut Mr. Ryan did not know he
was going off until he read it in the
“Gazette,”

The Chief Seecretary: I thought you told
him,

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: How could I? I said
it would happen, I could not tell him it had
happened, much the same as it will happen
to other boards.

Hon. A. H. Panton: The Minister has said
it will.

The Minister for Lands: Of course it will.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: The Minister eould
have sent a letter t6 Mr. Ryan if he was just
being superseded. If it was a just case of
his appointment not being earried on and
somebody else was to get the job, surely it
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would have been a decent thing to send Mr.
Ryan a letter thanking him for his services
—which were perfectly satisfaetory; other-
wise, the Under Secretary would not have re-
commended his re-appointment—and telling
him that Government poliey was such that
somebody else was to take his place. But
that was not done. He was left to find out
by reading the “Gazette.”. Governments do
not usually do those things. That rubbed
salt into the wound and made things worse.
When replying to me the other evening the
Minister suggested, or rather said, that I
used in this House information he gave me
when speaking to me in the lobby. I denied
it. The Minister knows full well that he
never spoke to me in the lobby. So I can-
not understand the reason for his making
such a despicable statement.

The Minister for Lands: Cut out the word
“despicable” and—

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Was it nol?

The Minister for Lands: I will reply
later.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: All right.

The Minister for Lands: I want to be
decent to you.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: That is why you said
that I used something you told me in the
lobby and yet you never spoke to me.

The Minister for Lands: Se¢ you did!

Hon. A. H, Panton: It is a serious acensa-
tion.

The Minister for Lands: It is a serious
accusation. We were speaking in the lobby.

Hoen. J. T. TONKIN: You never spoke to
me in the lobby.

The Minister for Lands: That is all right.
I will deal with yon later.

Hon. A. H. Panton: The fighting weight
is what9 ‘

The Minister for Lands: No, in the Honse.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: If the Minister
thinks threatening me will do any good, I
will tell him I am not to be influenced
by threats.

The Minister for Lands: No, I would not
threaten yon.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I tell the Minister
that he does himself less than justice by
persisting in saying that he spoke to me
when he did not, Then he went further
and. insinuated that I was eavesdropping.
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When he knew he had made g mis-statement
about talking to me, he stated 1 overheard
what he said. I say again very deliberately
that T was never within earshot. It is true
I did approach the Minister on one occasion
when I saw him speaking bhzlf-way down
the corridor, but immediately I came up

‘the conversation ceased because I said,

“Excuse me,” and asked Mr. Ryan to come.
I turned immediately on my heel and went.
No conversation took place during that
period.

The Minister for Lands: Did you come
back again?

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Yes—No, not to
the Minister, I came back to the door, but
was not within 12 yards of the Minister.

The Minister for Lands: I will elear up
one point now. I did not accuse you of
eavesdropping. ‘

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: The Minister
should read what he said. Firstly he ac-
cused me of saying something in this Cham-
ber that he had told me in the lobby—a
thing I would rather die than do. When
the Minister found he was wrong he in-
sinuated that I had been eavesdropping.
What bappened was this: I used in this
House a statement which Mr, Ryan told
me the Minister had made, and I kept to
myself a lot more. If I were to tell the
House what Mr. Ryan told me the Ministor
would take a header over the back of his
seat.

Mr. Ma;un: Let us have it.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: No, I will not do
that. I had a perfeet right to make use
of what Mr. Ryan told me, because I did
not give him, or anyone else, an under-
taking that information coming to me
legitimately would nobt be used. I, there-
fore, bad a perfect right to use what he
told me, as I have a perfect right to use
all that he told me if I feel so disposed,
but I will not do that. I will content my-
self with what I have already said, Whieh-
ever way we look at this appointment—
it is only a very small one, but it is a
matter of prineiple just the same—the Gov-
ernment has to admit that it is absolutely
contrary to the undertaking it gave to the
electors, namely, that appointments to all
positions would he filled by persons with
ability and knowledge. So, despite the fact
that Mr. Ryan had been recommended for
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reappointment and was still well under 70
instead of being more than 70, he was dis-
carded and some friend of the Minister’s,
I suppose, was put on in his place. I do
not quarrel with that if there is a vacancy,
but T do quarrel when a vacaney is created
for doing such a thing.

The Government has put in Mr. Braine
as chairman of the Bulk Handling Com-
mittee. Now, Mr, Braine, is a friend of
the Government’s. A position was vaecant
and he was appointed. I make no com-
plaint about that any more than the Minister
should make a complaint about my putting
Mr. Webb, a trade union representative, on
the Metropolitan Market Trust. If a Gov-
ernment has an opportunity to give one of
its friends a job we cannot expeet it to
appoint one of its enemies. But when the
Government makes the definite pronounce-
ment that its poliey is to fill positions ac-
eording to ahility and knowledge, and it
has no intention of living up to that under-
taking, then T suggest I am entitled to eriti-
cise it and to  point ont what it has done!

Mr. Leslie: Would you concede that there
are some people with ability and knowledge
who are friends of the Government?

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: T hope so!
Mr, Marshall: Very few.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: What is more, 1
have no objection to the Government’s ap-
pointing them to vacant positions. If a Gov-
ernment appoints people without ability and
knowledge then it will be in trouble.

Mr. Leslie: But this position was vacant.

Hon, J. T. TONKIN: No, it was not
vacant at all. The Government made it
vacant by putting off a man who was already
on it and who had given four years of ex-
cellent service. The Government did not even
know how old he was.

Mr, Leslie: The fact that he had been four
years there did not give him a mortgage on
the job.

Hon, J. T. TONKIN: I agree.
Mr. Leslie: His time had expired.

Hon, J. T. TONKIN: But it was a reason
for his being considered, seeing that his work
was thoroughly satisfactory and eould not
be criticised. The Government ought to do
the decent thing and admit the true sitnation,
namely, that it did depart from its promise
to the people, and that it had its own reasons
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for doing so. It is taking fall responsibility
for having done so, but why try and justify
it when it cannot be justified? Why say a
man ig well over 70 when he is well under
707 Why should the Government talk about
putting a returned soldier in a job wortk
about £12 a year when it does not appoint
a returned soldier to a job worth nearly
£1,000 a year? There is no consistency!
My purpose in bringing the matter for-
ward is to remind the Government that so-
far as I am concerned it will be given every
opportunity to put into operation the pro-
mises 1t made, The promises which reguire
time will be given time to be fulfilled, but
where the Government has fallen down on
its undertakings then it will be told about
it, and I take it that it is part of my job,
as a member of the Qpposition, to mention
these things when I see them, as I will later
mention other things that I bave seen. T
intended to speak about this and give the
facts, and not a lot of assumptions or
opinions. That is why I have made the
statement in connection with the appoint--
ment to the Dairy Produets Marketing
Board. ¢
The Minister for Lands: Yon were very
nasty in aceusing us of being frandulent.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: It is a frand. The
other night I quoted to the Minister the legal
definition of fraud, and this fits it exaetly.
There are four lawyers in the Cabimet; let
the Minister ask them.

The Minister for Lands: They would alf
differ. '

Hon. A. H. Panton: Tt would not be the
first time, either!

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: There is very little
room for g difference of opinion about this.
This fits absolutely the definition of fraud
which I gave the other evening, and the
Government has to take full responsibility
for it. Many other things have already.
ocenrred on which the Government has fallen
down badly in connection with its under-
takings. It was said the other evening that
during the election fime it was to be ex-
pected that the Parties would say many
things that are not true.

The Attorney (Feneral: I said it was to be
expected that we would be hurt by things
the other side said.

Hon, J. T. TONKIN: Is that 7
The Attorney General: Yes.
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Hen, J. T. TONKIN: You de not say that
it is to be expected that Parties will say
many things that are not true.

The Attorney General: No.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: But your Party did
that.

The Minister for Lands: That is a matter
of opinion. You wait until we disk up some
of your stuff.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: That is a matter

that ean be proved, The Minister for Lands
will have some trouble and diffieulty in

“dishing up” as he says, to this House some

of the statements made by us during the
election, that we counid not live up to.

Mr. Leslie: You did not make any; you
were not able fo!

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: That shows what
sort of a task confronis the Minisfer for
Lands. In due course, &t the appropriate
time and on the proper subjects, the Govern-
ment will be reminded of when it made ex-
travagant promises and statements and sub-
sequently failed to carry them out, Having
cleared up the inaccuracies surrounding the
case that I dealt with the ofther night and
having, I hope, removed any doubt as to
what happened in that ease, T will not take

" up further the time of the House.

MR. MANN (Beverley} [2.51]: I wish to
congratulate you, Mr. Deputy Speaker, on
vour appointment to the position of Chair-
man of Committees. I regret that the
Speaiter himself is not present this after-
noan, but I hope he will soon he recovered
from his indisposition. I desire to con-
gratnlate him on having been elevated to
the high office of Speaker of this House,
an office that I know he will fill with dig-
nity. 1 pay tribute to the Leader of the
Opposition and his colleagues, the ex-Minis-
“ters, for courtesies shown by them in the
past to members on this side of the House,
hoth in the course of depntations and other
administrative work. T always received
from them the greatest possible considera-
tion and wish now to record my thanks.
To members of the new (Government I of-
fer my sincerest congratulations, particu-
larly to the Premier. Of eight of us who
were here many yeats ago only three row
remain. Of those three, the Premier has
attained his present high position, and. the
member for Toodyay is now Minister for
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Lands. T hope they will remain with us fo
many years and I am supre that this ner
Government will govern efficiently and wit
a clear conscience.

To the young meinbers who have so re
cently been elected 1 offer my congratula
tions. No douht they have come here wit
marvellous visions of what they are goin,
to achieve, but I assure them that, as tim
‘waes on, they will find themselves to b
very small puppets indeed in this game o
polities. I have often felt that outsid
the portals of this House of Parliamen
should be placed a notice reading, *’ Aban
don hope all ye who enter here.”’ I thin!
most new members enter the House wit
the sincere purpose of reforming the af
fairs of the State of Western Australia, bu
they find eventually that the amount the
are able to achieve is small.

The time has come when we should mak
some change in our Parliamentary systen
For many years it has been the custom fo

.a Cabinet of eight or nine persons to gov
orn the State. That has applied in the pas
and it applies to the present Governmen!
Those ecight or nine persons are electe
with full power and a full control in affair
of State. Actually the situation is littl
different from that whieh applied in Hitlex
ite Germany. In that case there was a ma
who pieked the best brains in Germany t
help govern that ecountry. I hope the nes
Government will adopt a different system
either that of the House of Commons, wher
rach Minister has a Parliamentary under

. secrefary, so that the country is governe

with the assistance of praetical men; o
even the Commonwealth system, wher
Select Committees are appointed to investi
gate the affairs of different department:
Hitherto the members of Cahinet alon
have formed the supreme hody, and tha
applies also in the case of the present Gov
ernment,

In His Excellency's speech there is n
mention of members of Parliament, bu
only of Ministers who will do this or thai
The member for Guildford-Midland wa
for many years on the (Glovernment side o
the House and I often wondered why h
was not in Cabinet. I have always admire
his ability and have wondered why he sa
in the back benches. Had the then Pre
mier been wise in choosing his Cabinet h
wonld have had the experience and abilit;
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of the member for Guildford-Midland to
help in governing the affairs of the State.
We have heard the member for North-east
Fremantle charge this Government with
fraud, and I think that is the most seanda-
lous thing ever said in this House,

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: I made the charge
and proved it.

Mr, MANN: The member for North-east
Fremantle did not prove his ease at all.
This charge is a serious reflection on the
House and I think it is up to the member
for North-east Fremantle to withdraw his
remarks, I believe the only reason he was
allowed to get away with the statement
was that the Chairman did not realise the
serionsness of the charge he made. If such
statements are allowed to be made we will
soon have a hedlam here such as exists in
the Federa! House. TUnder the Standing
Orders there is power to ensurc that such
statements, if made, are withdrawn.

Hon, F. J. 8. Wise: PFind the Standing
Ovder and I will snpport you.

Mr. MANYXN: The Chairman of Commit-
tees has power to control the Chamber. The
member for North-east Fremantle is per-
turbed over the appointment he mentioned,
beeause the trade unions told him to make
the appointment. The whole idea is that
he wns instructed by the Trades Hall to do
it.

Hon. A. H. Panton: That is a new one.

Mr. MANN: We do not want the State
to be controlled by the trade uniops. T
om disgusted at the eomments of the mem-
ber for North-east Fremantle and I think
that even now he could apologise to the
Touse. Following my remarks on a change
in the form of Government, I think the
tiovernment should adopt. my suggestion as
to under-secretaries or should appoint as-
sistant ministers. In 1945 I travelled with
the Premier and other members on a tour
to many parts of the State on a Seleel
Committee dealing with vermin. That com-
mittee was eventually converted into a
Royal Commission. In the eourse of that
tour members of the committee were deeply
impressed by the team-work achieved, and
party questions were forgotten during the
eourse of their investigations. In his
speech on the Tth August, 1945, the present
Premier said:—

I nuggest that we should co-operate in regard
to future planning. 8ince I have been in
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Parlinment I have had the privilege of serving
on u unumber of Select Committees. I recently
served on one that was turned into an Hon-
orary Royal Commission. I have found that
as o result of the work of those Committees
much good has come abeut. The reports have
come to this House and have been of benefit
to the country, The Committees, as I have just
suid, consisted of representation from all sides
of the liouse. I feel that such a committee
conld help in regard to the housing problem.

I hope the Dremier will take note of those
remarks and vealise that that spirt is
essential for the welfarc of the State. I
think he is honest encugh, baving made that
statement, {o carry it into effect. That
would be for the better government of the
State compared with the present system of
government by Cabinef itself,

Mr. Marshall: It is fortunate for the
Premier that you reminded him of his state-
ment.

Mr. MANN: In “The West Australian”
this morning there wias an announeement
regarding the appointment of Mr. Bateman
to conduct an iniuiry into matters affecting
the native population. T am very glad to
know that some such investigation is to be
earried out, but I am sorry the Government
appointed Mr. Bateman rather than choose
three members, representative of the parties
in this Hofise, to undertake the task. YWhat
is Parliamet for? We are elected from time
to time to deal with the affairs of State, but
when it comnes to making inquiries regarding
some subject, invariably we go outside Par-
liament to select a Royal Commissioner who
is generally a magistrate or a lawyer.

Hon. A, H. Panton: The Government is
looking for brains!

Mr. MANN: That may be so, but at any
rate it does not indieate any faith in the
members of the House. Neither the present
Government nor former Governmenis bave
indieated faith in members of Parliament
hut have gone outside to make appointments
in connection with Royal Commissions and
other investizations. I hope my remarks
will encourage the (Government to bear in
mind that members of Parliament should
be availed of to assist in administering the
affairs of State, I hove indicated some
direetions in which we could help. I trust
then in future we shall not go outside the
ranks of those who were elected by the
people to participate in the administration
of the State’s affairs.
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I desire briefly to touch on the question
of soldier settlement, I am very much con-
cerned tuday regarding the men to bhe placed
on the land. A number of them have received
their allocation of blocks, but nothing
turther-has been done to any great extent.
Nothing is known by them regarding the
rentzls they will have to pay, the stocking
arrangements for their properties or any-
thing else regarding their farm work. I have
had this matter in mind for a long time,
and I notice that the Government reeently
announced in the Press that it intended to
launch soine new scheme in connection with
soldier settlement. I shall look forward to
o further pronouncement of the (overn-
ment's policy in this regard.

Hon. A. H. Panton: So will 1.

Mr. MANN: T will go further and say
that if the Government finds it clearly de-
monstrated that it cannot handle the prob-
lem in conjunction with the Common-
wealth Government, then it should send the
Minister for Lands to Canberra to ask the
Commonwealth Government cither to allow
the State Government fo control the land
settlement gcheme for'the Commonwealth or
else that the Commonwealth should control it
alpne, Dual eontrol is most unsatisfactory;
it is no pood at all. That was proved dur-
ing the regime of the Labour (overnment
and now we sce the same sort of thing con-
tinuing. [ make the suggestion that the
Minister should be sent to Canherva so that
the whole matter could be thrashed out.
More properties are heing seclected and
bought, and the price of stock is increas-
ingly high; with nothing doing, the men
who are to take up the hlocks are wasting
their time today. Instead of being on their
own blocks they are wasting their time in
other directions.

One of the silliest things ever has heen
the institntion of the agricultural school for
returned men, which has heen set up at
Harvey. Tt is one of the greatest farces
ever perpeirated to take men who have
spant all their years on farms and put them
through a school of that deseription, where
they are told how to conduct an agrieul-
tural property. It has often been said thal
the only way to lenrn farming is the hard
way, and I defy anyone fo prove that there
is any rosy path to success in agricultural
aetivities, A man will learn from his own
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mistakes and not from any directions re-
ceived from university men with their high
flown ideas of what should be done, Within
the last few days I met n young man who
had just left the University and according
to his degrees he was a duly qualified farm
economist. He is full of ambition and quite
certain as to how he will be able to assist
the farming industry. L put one question
to him fo indicate that he had no possible
hope of doing anything, except under fav-
ourable conditions. I put it to him that
it we had a good season and prices were
high, then it wag all right, but that there
was no power on earth that couid control
the seusons. Al the theory in the world
will not help, and the only way to gain
suceess is the hard way.

Under ¢xisting conditions the soldiers”
settlement scheme is a complete farce. T
am afraid that when the men do eveniu-
ally get on the land, what with the multi-
tnde of regwlations and the methods of
control exercised, they will be worse off than
were the soldier settlers plaeed on the land
after the 1914-18 war, and God knows they
were badly enough situated.

Hon., A, H. Panton: Hear, hcar, but
these men will not be overloaded with debt.

Mr. MANN: Why go on purchasing pro-
perties when no attempt is made to get the
men on the land and settled down? T re-
peat that it is the Government's duty to
send the Minister for Lands te Canberra
to diseuss the whole question with the Com.
monwealth Government, If the State Gov-
ernment is not allowed to ¢ontro] the opera-
tions for the Commonwealth, then the Com-
monwealth itself should assume full re-
sponsibility. At any rate, I will certainly
listen with interest to the speech of the
Minister when he deals with soldier settle-
ment matters and outlines the Government’s
poliey. T certainly hope it will be more ef-
fective than that of the Commonwealth
Government to date. I have no ides what
the policy may be. Many young men are
spoiling to get their own properties, and
vet they have to work on other people’s
farms and so are making no progress them-
selves, They see the price of wheat on the
world's markets at a high figure but no-
one ean say what the priee will be in fhe
future. T prophesy that when prices do
come down they will not stop half-way but
will tumble down with a crash.
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Hon, A. H. Panton: Then why put men
on the land to face that sort of thing?

Mr. MANN: I want to know what is the
position.  Should prices fall, the soldier
settlers may have a load of debt around
their neeks, due to the work of the econo-
mists who figure out the costs in conneetion
with the scheme. I understand that the
economists work out the actual costs that
the men will have to pay on taking over
their properties. Whatever decision is
reached in that respeet, any falling prices
or adverse seasona| conditions will affect the
whole position, and yet the men will have to
pay. Some marvellous schemes have been
evolved by the academic theorists in agri-
culture, but the practical part was nof
there. There is a great possibility that the
coxchange rate at present operafing will soon
cease, and it may be that with a fall in the
exchange rate Great Britain’s primary in-
dustries will suffer. The Prime Minister
suid reeently that the exchange rate was
under review, Whereas priees are high now,
should there be a fall in the exchange rate
and Australia receive 25 per cent. less than
shé has been getting in the past, the effects
will be serious.

Many people are obsessed with the iden
that we are living in the most marvellons
country in the world. So we are, but vnless
the primary industries ean stand up against
the cost of production, then should prices
fall the crash must be inevitable. While the
depression we experienced in 1930 and in
subsequent years was indeed bad, there is
no doubt that we must face a changed posi-
tion now within & year or two becaunse of
the enormous cosis imposed upon our pri-
mary industries. We have to shouolder a
10 hour week and continually inereased costs
of production due to the tnrmoil and indus-
trial strife in Australia. Beecause of these
difficulties coramodity valuees are reduced pro-
poriionately. In the years to come we wiil
have to face a coliapse not on the basis of
production but of & starving world that
cannot produce the goods that are essential.
We say that we are living in a paradise, but
it is a fool’s paradise.

Hon. A. H. Panton: No-one knows that
better than you.

Mr. MANN: The hon. member may re-
gard this as humorous but should the col-
lapse come that T suggest, it will be too late
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for us to endeavour to organise for the
future, I have said previously in this
House that the moment that happens we
shall gee the effect of the work of the com-
munists in reaping the harvest.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: Will you tell the
House how you tried to stop the strike
here?

Hon, F. J. 8. Wise: Tell us how you
walked out. )
Hon. A. H. Panton:

Yes,
strike.

a4 one-man

Mr, MANN: Next I desire to touch
on the transport question. I think it
can be assumed from the Lientf.-Gover-
nor’s Speeeh thai we are to have a boanti-
ful season, and I certainly hope that that
will be so. If we have a harvest of
30,000,000 bushels of wheat, it will take two
years to fransport the grain to the sea-
board. We have a very heavy lambing and
a very large wool elip, and I assume that
before lomg it will be necessary to eart
water {o various outback places. I feel
greatly perturbed about the possibility of
railway freights being ineressed. It may
be necessary to increase them, but I tell the
Government that if it expeets the primary
producers to earry the whole of the burden
of freight and of reducing the deficit on
the railways, it simply eannot be done.

Hon, A. H. Panton: Do not you think

the present Government will raise the
freights?

Mr. MANN: I have no idea at gll
1 make that statement becavse a warning
has already been given that we shall be
asked to swallow this sugar-coated pill.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Do you remember

what was said before, particularly by the
member for Nedlands?

My. MANN: I want to raise the
guestion of transport generally., I consider
it folly for the Minister or his Qovernment
to believe that the railways should control
the whole of the transport in the State.
We have a Royal Commission sitting, mak-
ing an investigation chiefly into the question
of constracting rollingstock, but the admin-
istration is the important part of the under-
taking. If the Commissioner of Railways
has decided that, under the powers given in
the transport Act, he wiil foree everybody
to use the railways, another thought iy eom-
ing to him. What happened last season regard-
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ing superphosphate? No less a quantity than
60,000 tons was carted by road. I say to
the Minister that it does not matter what
his opipion is, the Government will be com-
pelled to approve of road transport for fat
lambs to the market, for superphosphate
and for wheat.

I cannot imagine wheat being allowed to
lie at the sidings for two years before it
can, be eonveyed to the seaports Why
should the primary producers of the State
be compelled to bear the whole of the bur-
den of the railway deficit or the interest
burden? It cannot be dome. I suppose a
Bill will be introduced at a later stage deal-
ing with railway administration and I shall
listen to the explanation of its provisions
with the greatest interest. We have given
the Commissioner full power over onr trans-
port and the people of the State have to
submit to that dictation. Even if the rail-
way capital were writlen down, interest
charges on the money written off would still
have to be found by the State.

The question we should ask ourselves is,
“What is the future of transport?” I be-
lieve that aerial transport will play a very
important part and that the day is not
far distant when the railways will be merely

the haulers of heavy freight and no-
thing else. Let us consider the posi-
tion. Tn every part of the world {o-

day the demand is for quiek fransport.
If we are prepared fo continue with the
present obsolete system of transperi with-
out expending millions of money to pro-
vide heavier tracks, ete., this State must go
hack. If we are to compete with onr pro-
duee in the markets of the world and keep
production costs within bounds, we mnst
have better transport.

When the .Government has our transport
system investigated, the best man outside
Australia should he employed to make it,
regardless of what his fee might be. If
the Governmeni can secure the serviees of
a man who is fnlly conversant with modern
transport and its requirements—air, rail and
road—he should be employed to the end
that our railways may be put upon a pro-
per basis. For years we have had mal-
administration. .That eannot be denied.

Mr, Marshall: The Minister has already
denied it

Mr. MANN: I am not concerned with
what the Minister has said, but T am eon-
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cerned as to what Parliament is going to
do. Efficient transport is vital to the pro-
gress of this country. Nineteen thousand
sheep are required each week in the Mid-
land Junebion market and we have had
proof that the railway tramsport of live-
stock iz a thing of the past. The same
trend is noticeable in regard to the trans-
port of passengers. I consider that there
ought to be a thorough investigation into
all phases of the running and administra-
tion of our railways. The administration
in the past has been bad, The Minister will
recall that when the Labour Party was in
power, a motion for the re-appointment of
the present Commissioner of Railways was
fought very bitterly by members of the then
Opposition.

Hon. A. A. M. Coverley: What are you
going to do about it%

Mr. MANN: We have reached a stage

when we should resolve that if a man can-
not do his job, he should go. The Lieut.-
Governor’s Speech deals with one matter
that to my mind is very important; I refer
fo the subject of migration. It states—
Preparations have been made for the reception
of migrants, but for the present it iz con-
sidered that immigration should be restricted
to those for whom accommodation will he
provided on arrival,
I hope the Government intends to make
arrangements to select the people who will
come here from oversea. I understand that
at the last conference in the Eastern Siates
on migration—the member for Leederville
was Minister at the time—it was arranged
that the Commonwealth officials wonld sel-
ect the migrants for all the States of Aus-
tralia. Is that correct?

Hou, A. H. Panton: No.
Mr. MANN: Then can the hon. member

tell the House whether the State will have
any say in the selection?

Hon. A. H. Panton: We should have.
We had a representative on the advisory
committee.

Mz, MANN: Who is he?

Hon. A. H. Panton: The Agent-General;
the latest appointge to that office.

Mr. MANXN: I maintain that the State
Government has a perfect right to select the
migrants who are to come here,

Hon. A. H. Panton: We have made no
agreement.
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Mr. MAKN: Then the Government should
make arrangements for the seleetion. Unless
we bring people to this State, we shall not
be able to hold it because of the declining
birth rate. I suggest that the Government
shonld take up this matter seriously and
send the right men Home to select the rigbt
people not only in England, bui also in
Europe-—Norwegians, Swedes, and Ger-
mans. Young people in Germany are tired
of their conditions and could well be
brought to Australis.

Hon. F, J. 8. Wise: If we conld ar-
range to send you to England, you would
have to be in a better mood than you are
today.

Mr. MANN: South Africa is drawing
heavily oo the migrants available in the
British Isles and so are Canada and New
fealand, I am not concerned ahout the
eastern part of the Commonwealth, but I
am concerned about Western Australia
where we have a population of only half
a million. The Premier has a wonderful
chance to adopt a sound immigration pel-
tey. One of the first planks in the Govern-
ment’s policy should be immigration. The

immigrants who came here in the early days .

to pioneer the country did not ask to have
houses provided for them. They housed
themselves, and set about to develop this
country. If men of that type were brought
here today, they would help themselves and
in so doing would help the State also. If
the Premier loses this chance or defers
action until the present housing shortage is
overcome, he will find that he is too lafe.
The ficid will then be for the southern
Europeans, who will flock here in thousands.
Unless we popnlate this State—the largest in
the Commonwealth with relatively the smali-
est population—in 25 years there will be no
Woestern Australia. In the islands to the north
the Dutch are dispossessed and the Indone-
sians are in power, and I ask members to re-
flect upon what that will mean to Australia
and this State in particnlar. Let us select snit-
able tmmigrants from the Old Country and
assist them when they arrive here.

Hon. A. H. Paaton: Thousands have been
nominated and are awaiting transport.

Several members interjected.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. MANN: T appeal to the Premier to
select representatives from the trade union
movement, the Chamber of Commerce and
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the primary industries and send them Home
to choose the right type of immigrants. 1
think by doing that we shall get a large
population. It is far better that we should
have, as lmmigrants, northern Europeans
rather than southern BEuropeans. I wish the
Government every success, I think the Min-
istry is sound.
Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: Very noisy!

Mr, MANN: It is very sound indeed. 1
personally think the Government will achieve
much. I hope it will,

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: Do you not think it
could be improved on?

Mr. MANN: No. T think the best brains
possible have been selected.

Hon. A. H. Panton: You have changed
your mind,

My, MANN: [ hope the Government will
suceeed hecause that would be for the good
of Western Australia. I visualise the Gov-
ernment reiraining in office for a very long
time indeed.

Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: You could sec your
own reflection in it then.

Mr, MANN: When T come to retire or am
cast out of Parliament, I shall look back on
my 17 years' association with members of
this Chamber and think of the remarkable
friendship that has existed between all
parties. There has been no bitterness, We
do not, have squabbles here. Let us continue
to earry on this Parliament in the way in
which it has been ecarried on in the past.
Our Parliament is unique among the Par-
linments of Awustralia. I sincerely hope that
that spirit will continue not only for the
sake of goodwill among members, but for
the good of the Siate of Western Australia.

MR, WILD (Swan) [3.23]: Mr. Deputy
Speaker, may I, through you, congratulate
the Speaker on his elevation to the high
post whieh he now occupies. 1 have no doubi
that he will add lusire to the office, as was
done by his predeecssors. To you, Sir, may
I also offer my congratulations, although I
hope that most of your work in the House
will he in Committee. To the Cabinet T
would also like to convey my congratulations.
The members of the Cabinet have had very
little. opportunity to understudy those posi-
tions during the past 14 years, but T have
no doubt that they will, by dint of applica-
fion to the subject and hard work, overcome
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those disabilities and rise to the occasion. I
intend this afternoon to address myself to
one or two matters affecting my electorate
and then, prior to concluding, I shall speak
on one or two matters that affeet the whole
State. First, I want to raise the question
of the Plant Diseases Aet which was passed
hy Parliament last session. I feel that this
Act, as it stands foday, has not the whole
voncurrence of the growers of the State. I
speak particularly of Swan, becanse as
members are aware, my electorate has a very
big percentage of the men affected by the
Act,

Growers are very perturbed over two pro-
visions of the Aect, Section 12 (b) and 12
(¢}, which give a municipal council, a road
board or a certified fruitgrowers’ associa-
tion the opportunity to eall for a poll of
growers to decide whether a district shall be
determined as verminous. Section 12 {¢)
provides that 60 per eent. of the growers,
when the poll has been called for, must be
in favour of such determination before effect
can be given to it, I point out to the House
that in Swan—I am not able to get a com-
plete picture—taking the road from Kenwick
through to Armadale we have 347 commer-
vial growers; hut in that same distriet there
are over 1,000 orchards which, as you koow,
Sir, may have only one tree each. It has
heen said to me that the people owning these
backyard orchards are not conecerned with
the poll; but I veniure to say that if it means
trespassing upon their own preserves and
having to pay something, although I know it
i but a mere pittance, %4d. per tree, or 6d.
per acre as a minimum, they will probably
zo to the poll to record a negafive vote.

In addition, Section 12 (d) provides that
if the poll iz defeated, the same set of
growers cannot demand & poll again until
the expiration of two years and nine months.
Therefore, in effect, if these growers are de-
feated by the backyard orchardists, they
will have to put up with the fruit-fly
for a further two years and nine months
before they ean take action to eradieate it.
I understand that the Sonth Suburban Fruit-
growers’ Association in my distriet, with
headquarters at Kelmscott, are taking action
and have discussed the matter with the Cit-
rus Council, and it is hoped that shortly
some construetive criticism will eome from
them and that if they can think of a better
wethod than the one already offered by the
Government the Minister for Agriculture
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will listen to their reasons and, if necessax
and if thought fit, see that an amendmer
is put through to overeome their difficultie

I wish to say a few words on the Khl:
munda water scheme. This has been a hard
annual for 25 years; and having peruse
the file, I find that the excuses for delayin
the seheme have been insufficient populs
tion, the expense of the scheme and now
lastly, insufficient water. A few years ag
Kelamunde was looked upon purely as
summer resort, but in latter years it ha
passed that eondition and it is definitely a
outer suburban area from which man
people come to Perth for business ever
day. The population has inereased to 3,00
in the last seven years. For that there ar
many reasons—the housing shortage dow
below, plus a road board alive to the time
and prepared to allow people to ereet strue
tures not built down here. In fact peopl
can there erect buildings with 9ft. 6in. eeil
ings and costing only £500 to £600. As
result the population kas increased econ
siderably. The late Hon. A. R. G. Hawke—

Hon, A, H. Panton: Not late! He is stil
alive.

Mr. WILD: —met a deputation last year
or rather early this year, from Kalamund
in econnection’ with this scheme and £100 wa
approved for a survey. I am pleased to se
that this work is being undertaken, and
would say to the Minister for Works that
hope when estimates are prepared for thi
hig job we will have preliminary work o
reticulation in the town undertaken befor
the Mundaring well is completed. It wa
started in March of last year and I was le
to believe it would fake three years to com
plete. I understand now, however, that 1
will be closer to five years. I hope the Minis
ter for Works will have the reticulation worl
commenced so that the day the wall is eom
pleted the people in Kalamunda will be abl
to turn on their taps,

My distriet is also very greatly affectec
by drainage. We all know that in the las
two years there has been an unvrecedente
amount of rain. I was discussing the mat
ter last Sunday with one of the old resident:
of my district. He has lived in Kelmscot
for 40 years. He showed me a drain run
ning through his property which 10 year:
ago he was able to step over, but to eros
which today he requires the use of a 10ft
plank. I have walked around this distrie
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quite a bit in the last few months and I feel
that a lot of the trouble is the result of closer
seftlement nnd of people moving trees and
each man bigher up improving his own pro-
perty by draining water away, naturally to
somewhat loyer ground, with the result that
the fellow at the boitom eollects the whole lot
from everybody higher up. I understand
that a survey was commenced in Wongong
during the war but could not be completed
on aceount of the searcity of surveyors. I
appeal io the Minister for Works to see that
this survey is completed and that an over-
all scheme for the whole of the drainage
from Forresifield to Wongong is undertaken
as early as possible.

I do not intend to be at all eritical of the
previous Government. I would much pre-
fer to mecept things af they ere ‘today aud
try to face up fo them. But I do think that
with regard to the question of electric power
the predecessors of the present Government
 cannot say that they were entirely blame-
less. Everywhere one goes in the Swan
electorate one fiuds that people were pro-
mised power &s far back as 25 and 26 years
ago. I perused one file the other day in
which it was indicated that in 1926 the
people of Mundaring would have power
within 12 months. But 21 years have passed,
end I had to go to the board a couple of
weeks ago and tell them that I regretted
they would not get any power for another
three years, hecanse we had not any to give
them.

In another district, Westfield—only a
small centre—the people were told in 1922
that they were to be given priority for
power. In 1940 the late Mr. Sampson went
to them and said, “I think that if you all
put in five per cent. of the amount required
for the transformer to supply you, you will
get power.” Recently I was asked to find
out whether those people should leave their
five per cent.—it was only a matfer of £121
—where it was or have it back, and through
foree of oircumstances I had to tell them
that the best thing they could do would be
to take their money back and get a little in-
terest on it and ¢ry again in another four
or five years’ time.

I perused the report on the Government
Railways, Tramways and Ferries, which
provides some rather interesting information
and indieates the foresight that must be
exereised by the people in aunthority so far
as elegtricity is concerned. This report
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shows that for the last 10 years the power
used in Western Australia—that is, with
the available supplies we have had—has in-
creased OV per eent. If we go back to
1923 we lind that between that year gnd
1935 the econsumption vose 100 per cenl.
and Trom 1935 to 1945 it went up by 110
per ¢ent. [t is reasonable to ussume, there-
fore. that in 1935, }instead of requiring
I7,000 kilowatts, as we have at present, we
will require 110,000 or 120,000. I put it
to the Minister controlling power supplies
in Western Aastralia that he does not want
to think in terms of one 25,000 K.V.A.
unit but in terms of 10 units of that size.
We all know that in the past few years,
porticularly in the past 10 years, the use
of electricity has inereased and would have
increased terrifically if we had only pro-
duced the available power. But it is rather
like eoal. D think one chases the other.
Coal is based on power, but we must have
power to drive industry.

How can we attempt to induce indus-
tries to come here from the Esstern States
if we have not the power for them to work
on? I put it to the Minister that he should
give the matter very serious thought. I
think it will be found that in a few years
every house in Australin where power is
available will be equipped with a refrig-
erator and with a water-heating system,
thermostatieally controlled. These things
will be part and parcel of every house.

The Minister for Education: Have yon
worked out what Governments were in of-
fice during the two decades in which the
demand for eledtricity inereased?

Mr. WILD: I want to say a few words
about education. During the past few
years very much has been done by way of
edneating the youth of our couniry; but
I feel we fall short in the matter of supply-
ing children with the requisite training to
fit them to go out into the world. We
bring children into the world and I main-
tain it is our responsibility to see that they
are fitted when thev leave school to take
their place on an equal footing with others.
I base -my argument, firstly, on what has
come to be known in Western Australia as
the measuring stick of education, and that
is the junior standard. The figures last
year—the latest 'we have available—show
that there were 54,454 children at school,
of whom 5,671 left when they reached the
age of 14 years,
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1 am going to advocate that the leaving
nge e raised to 16, I know that will cause
“Yowls from all over the place! We have
firstly to consider giving children the op-
portunity in-life that 1 mentioned before
and, sveondly, as to whether standard V1.,
at which the preponderance of thew—05
pet cent.—leave today is sulficient to fit
them in keeping with the demands of today.
I say, definitely, that it is not. In raising
the age to 16 we would be faced with a very
hig problem as it would wean we would
have 20,000 extra children at school in the
“first year.

With the present shortage of materials,
ete., I realise it would be impossible to
cope with them, but 1 put it te the Minis-
ter for Eduention that we might ease the
question in gradually so that in 18 we
woulld allow' 25 per eccnt. of dhose who
would ordinarily leave sehool, to earry on
for another six months. Tn 1049 we conid
allow them to earry on tor twelve wionths,
and in 1930 for 18 months, and in 1931
for the full two years. It would mean ad-
ditional teaehing staff, huildings and ad-
ministrative stalf, and more money. But
what are those things when it eomes to our
ohjeetive? T realise that we eaunot all he
doctors oy lawyers, or have a university
edueation, but at the same time, knawledge
is no weight to carry and P do feel that
it is onr hounden duty to give every ehild,
whethep he be yours, MMy, Deputy Speaker,
or mine, an opportunity when he goes oul
in the world to enrn a good living,

Before concluding, T wanl te speak an
the subject of T.B. 1 feel that in past years
thix matter has been pushed aside,  We
have all said, *‘Tt is someone else’s haby,”’
and so it has gone on, We have done little
or nothing to eradieate it. 1 do enmmend
the previous (fovermment for the Milk Ast
it put tbrough, because T think that is a
step in the right diveetion. H aims af
eradieating T.B. cows. But we should ge
nueh further than that and have a mass
x-ray examination of the population. Such
an examination would. T feel sure, reveal
that a larger pereentage of omy people
suffer fyom T.R. than we imagin& One
thing we must do is this: If a man, woman
or ehild is stricken with this eomplaint
we must see that he or she is maintained
in wood eireumstances during treatment.

1 eannot help remembeving the unfortun-
ate case of o man wha was in the army with

' me in 1943,
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! He did not serve outside of
Australia and, as a result, was not eligible
tfor repatriation benefits. He was stricken
with T.B., taken fto Wooroloo and dis-
charged. T did not know of this at the time.
fe was sent to Hollywood with some ail-
ment, and from there he was moved to
Wooroleo. 1 first heard aboul his wife and
family of three little kiddies. All she was
able to get—T forget the exact sam—was in
the vicinity of 25s. a week to maintain her-
self and the three children while her hus-
band was in Wdoroloo, absalutely ineapable
of helping her!

Hon. A. H. Panton: That is eompletely
altered now.

My, WILD: Yes, and I hope it is. We
must ensare that whoever suffers from this
complaint can be eertain that not only he,
but his family, will be looked -after suffi-
viently while the treatment is being under-
taken, '

llon. W. D, Johnson: You know that is
the present poliey?

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!

Mr, WILD: A small colony is being estab-
lished at Wooreloo but' we should go fur-
ther than that. During the war we were
ahle to spend £1,000,000 a day to go out and
kill other people. If we could afford to
do that, then we can afford to spend
£2.000,000 a day to look after the health of
our own people.  In conélusion, I would like
to suy how pleased T am to bave the oppor-
tunity of representing the electors of Swan.
| hope that during my term here I wili be
of some assistanee and that T will make
some mark in the Parliament of Western
Australia. T also hope that I shall net
he tempted to eriticise if T eannot be con-
structive. Furthermore, I feel that in West-
orn Australin we have a magnificent Stafe
and, il we all pull together irrespective of
our calling or station in life, there is no
reason why this cannot be not anly the peer
of Stales in Australia, but in the whole of
the British Commonwealth of Nations,

HON. A. H. PANTON (Leederville)
[3.47]: In company with members who have
already spoken, 1 desire to congratulate Mr.
Speaker on his clevation to that position
and to express my deep regret nt his indis-
position so early in the session. To vom,
Mr. Deputy Speaker, T extend congratula-
tions, and might T say that I think yours is
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the harder job. 1 bave heid both positions
for long periods, and I have always argued
that the Chairman of Cdmmiitees has a
much more difficult ¢ask than has the
Spenker. However, I feel that you will
make a suecess’ of the Chairmanship, and
am sure that members will do what they
have done in the past, and that is, give every
possible assistanee. 1 desire also to con-
gratulate the mewmber for Sussex on his
maiden speech. It is a bit of an ordeal
lo speak in the House when crowded with
visitors and others. With him, I regret the
circumstances that made it possible for him
to come here, namely, the loss of our dear
friend, Henry Willmott. We all knew him
as a man, and appreciated his wondexfully
wood qualities. As the Premier said, he was
a man who suffered a great deal, and suf-
fered in silence.

I do not propose to set out on a eritieal
speech. 1 am more in an inquisitive frame
of mind today. [ was rather interested in
many of the statements made by Min-
isters during the short period they have
ocenpied the Treasury bench.  One which
striek me particularly, and about which T
am very curious, was that made by the Pre-
micr as to honours, the distribution of which
was onc of the new Government’s first tasks.
I am not one of those who cavil at the
distribution of honours. The only thing that
worries me is that I have not yet had one
myself, perhaps beeavse I am not in the
vight party to get it.

The Premier: Do nof despair.

Hon. A, II. PANTON: I am rather enri-
ong a3 to what the Premier meant when he
said, I think it was at the Lord Mayor's
reception or a meefing of the R.S.L. Execn-
tive—

-The Premier: It was at the reception to
Mer. Troy. :

Hon. A. H. PANTON: The Premier stated
—according to the Press, and they are al-
ways vight-—that his Government proposed
to distribute honours only to those who gave
service,

The Mintster for Education: T think he
said “to give honour where honour is due.”

The Premier: To the deserving.

Hon, A. H. PAXTON: He said the Gov-
ernment intended to distribute honours to
those who rave service and, if T ean, T want
fo get his definition of “service” To my
knowledge there have heen onlv fthree recipi-
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ents of bonours since the new Government
came into office. I approve whole-heartedly
of honours being distributed to those three
gentlemen,

The Premier: There have been five,

Hon, A, H. PANTON: 1 know only of
three, the Lieut.-Governor, Sir Thomas
Meagher, and My, Stubbs.

The Premier: Also Mr. Audersvn and Sir
John Kirwan,

IIon, A, H. PANTON: 1 am referring to
the other three and will meulion one in par-
tieular, secking information. I refer to the
ex-member for Wagin, I think members
will agree that if anyone deserved recogni-
tion it was he, but what has struck me as
heing peenliay is, if- it is o question of ser-
vice, why the member for Wagin should
have been singled out, as a member of Par-
liament, above ecertain others. I want 1o
trace the history of two ex-members of Lhis
House whose carcers run almost pavallel.
The ex-menther for Wagin and the ex-mem-
her for Collie both enlered Parliament in
1908. The ex-inember for Wagin went into
the Legislative Council and later resigned -
e contest the Wagin seat, eventually coming
into this House. DBoth these members
entered Parliament in 1908, and left Parlia-
ment on the same day. .

1 do not know what is the Premier's defini-
tion of service. .Is it serviee to the com-
wunity ? f that is it T wish to deal with the
case of those fwo men in particular. I do
not know whether the ex-member for Collis
wits asked to aceept any honomr. It wmay
be that he was asked, but refused. I take it
for granted that he was not asked. Both those
members served the community cqually well
as meémbers of Parliament. The ex-member
for Wagin was at one time Mayor of Perth
and was Speaker for only o fortnight short
of three wears. The ex-member for Collie
wis in Parliament for the same period, He
did a tremendous amount of work afier the
1014-18 war, in looking after the interests
of retnrned soldiers who were being exploited

. by land sharks and others. During the whole

time that he was in (his Ilouse he was
Chairman of the War Patriotic Committec,
resigning just hefore he left. He also ser-
ved aversea for a considerable time as a
soldier.

If it is a question of servieg to the com-
manity, and that service ean be given in
Parlinment, I would like to know the reason
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for the ditferentiation between two men who,
in my opinion, merited equally any honours
that were to be distributed. It might have
been that Mr. Wilson was in the wrong
party. He has not spoken to me about it
and I have not seen him for a considerable
time.
ber for Collie, Mr. Wilson’s son-in-law,
whether he knew anything abeut it, and he
said he did not. If we are to have a dis-
tribution of honours—] have no objection
to it—let the distribution be fair and equit-
nble, based on service to the community.
I soggest fo the Premier that he give this
matter a little thought and consideration.
If ke did that there would probably be lesss
objectign to honours being distributed on
the basis of what the Premier believes to ba
service to the community. If he does that
I give my guarantee that I will always be
prepared to help him. 1 propose to leave
the matier there,

The Premier: 1 note what you say.

Hon. A. H. PANTON: I am glad to hear
that. The Premier will be one of the few
to do so. One could say a great deal abount
soldier settlement, and T was sorry to hear
the member for Beverley spesking in such
& pessimistic strain today. Had I known
he was gointr to speak in that way I think
I could have .arranged to give bim a little
“sting’ to put him in a better mood. We have
heard some most distressing speeches and
arguments about the man on the land, as to
what he is suffering, and so on.

Whether the present soldier land setfle-
ment schemie is good, bad, or indifferent
I think that, when it comes into operation,
it will be one of the best ever institnted in
Australin. The member for Beverley wants
the Minister for Lands to go ahead with
a State scheme, and yet on top of that he
says we should have it immediately beeause
he believes prices, which are good now, will
be such, by the fime the scheme is in opera-
tion, that the men concerned will be starv-
ing again. I do not think it would he a
good iden fo pet the Minister to spend a
lot of money on land settlement under those
circumstances I lrecall the member for
Mt. Marshall making the suggestion that
when we get the first man on the iand under
the scheme we should have n real bean-
feast, '

Mr. Leslie: T hope we will

Last night I asked the present mem-,
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Hon, A, H. PANTON: I suggest that the
previous Minister for Lands should be in-
vited, but I promise not to starve myself in
the meantime, because I am afraid I would
be very thin by that time. I think the pre-
sent Minister for Lands and some other past
critics have discovered, now that they are
behind the scenes, that everything is nof so
easy as all that. The suggestion of the
member for Beverley that the Minister for
Lands should he sent post haste to Can-
berra to tell the Commonwealth Government
cither to get in or out is so much wind.

The Premier and the Attorney General
will be going to Canberra shortly. I sug-
gest that they should have & long and eon-
fidentia]l chat with Mr. McLaren. If they
do so they will find that le is not so easy
to get in or out, and that the whole matter
is not quite so readily dealt with as is
thought by thosze who place all the blame
on the shoulders of State Mipisters. As 2
matter of fact, it may be that too high n
standard was set for the scheme. Quite
possibly that was so, buf T am not one to
apgree with that, 1 believe that when the
men ’re put on the land they will at least
be able to make a success of their opera.
tions. If they do notf, thep it will be the
human element that prevents sneeess, and
that result will not be due to anything
that the present or the previons Govern-
ment. attempted to earry out, With regard
to the proposal of the Minister for Lands
—1T do not know if he was annoyed at the
time when he made the statement to 2 depu-
tation—to recommend to Cabinet, I do not
know if e has done so—that the State
should proe¢ed with a scheme of its own-

The Minister for Lands: We published
('abinet's decision that we were going to
do that,

Han. A, H. PANTON: I warn the Minis.
ter and his colleagues that they will have
many things to do before such a scheme
cann be put into operation. If it is in-
tended simply to earrv out the old idea,
enunciated today by the member for Bever.
ley, and put men on their blocks {n de
velop them in the bard way, I can assure
him that I am not prepared to support any
proposition under which men will be
put on heavily timbered country to progress
the hard way. In the pnst we broke more
henrts in Western Avustralia than ever the
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Americans did while they were here—
- merely by putting men on the land in the
hard way.

Mr. Leslie: The Americans did not break
hearts the hard way.

Hon. A. A. M. Coverley: How do you
know ¢

Hon. A. H. PANTON: As Minister for
Lands, I had the experience of going round
the country and noting the conditions that
existed, That was because we did not have
the machinery reguired for the work. We
wanted to get on with the scheme for
settling soldiers on the land and so the
work was performed in the old hard way.
I also had the opportunity in later years
of seeing what could be done with the as-
sistance of machinery as up to date as we
could possibly procure. Not only was
there an improvement with regard to the
time factor, but also with respeect to costs
and so on, It mlaterially improved the
position with regard to clearing opcrations.
I have taken out o few figures to indicate
the improvement, and they could be bet-
tered very considerably if much heavier
machinery could be procured. Now that
we have a Minister for Shipping and Sup-
plies we should be able to do that.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: We hope.

Hon., A, H. PANTON: The figures |
have show what work was done by means of
hand labour, which I class as the hard way
and to which we had to resort in the early
days, in the heavy karri re-growth country.
These disclose that, including the burn-off,
the cost was £36 per acre. Of course, that
work was undertaken in the South-West on
land that had been cleared for group setfle-
ment purposes and -the serub had grown up
again. That was becanse the settlers had
had to walk off the blocks. When we
secured , bulldozers the cost, including the
burn-off, worked out at from £12 to £14
an acre and the work was earried out im
ahout half the time that was required with
hand labour. TIn the red gum country, clear-
ing operations by hand eost £25 per acre,

but with bulldozers the cost, including the.

burn-off, was hrought down to £10 or £12
an acre. To clean up the fallen timber on
previousiy cleared and seeded country cost
from £7 to £8 an acre with hand labour,
but with bulldozers the cost was reduced
to £4 or £5 an acre.
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It ig obvions, therefore, that in any new
land settlement scheme carried out by th-
State Government itself or with the assist-
ance of the Commonwealth Government, the
first thing to be done is to provide the neees-
sary machinery with which to clear the land
If we are to start men off on repurchased
estafes that are partly cleared or on virgin
country, the holdings must be properly
cleared before wheat can be grown or dairy
operations carried out. Someone has to
pay for that work and in the past that
has been the lot of the unfortunate settler.
If he has now to pay even some part of
that cost, nt least let us clear the land ag
cheaply as we possibly can. It is marvellous
to see what can be done with bulldozers,
even with those of the type we have at the
moment. It is amazing to see how much
work they ean carry out in knocking down
the timber, pulling the trees together and
stacking them in readiness for the burn.
I suggest to the Minister for Lands that
he should not allow himself to he stampeded
into rushing men on to the land in the
ha;-d way. The member for Beverley and
quite a lot of the old chaps talk that way.
Thank goodness, 1 have not reached the
stage, old as I may be, when I wonld talk
along those lines and I certainly believe in
giving the younger generation the advant-
age of up-to-date machinery. N

The Minister for Lands: We have no in.
tention of reducing the standard.

Hon. A, H. PANTON: I am glad to
have that assurance and, if the Minister for
Lands is going to stiek to that, he will see
to it that he will not be stampeded into rugh-
ing men on the land in the futore.

The Minister for Lands: That is so.

Hon, A. H. PANTON: I do not think
the position has been improved since the
Labour Government went out of office, and
I cannot therefore see that the present Gov-
croment can do muchk more. We had the
advantage of three DH7 bulldozers hired
from the Public Works Department at
8 cost of £13 10s. per day and four D4
bulldozers for which we had to pay £11 10s.
a day. Bven with that expenditure, we were
able to clear land at a cost 50 per cent.
less than was incurred under ordinary con-
ditions, I understand that the possibility
of obtaining bigger and better machines is
somewhat remote, so I hope that when
the Premier and his colleague zre in Can-
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berra they will use every endeavour to secure
the best machinery available, There are
plenty of possibilities in this country yet,
but let us clear the land before men are
placed on it.

Mr. Leslie Thank goodness, someone still
believes in the country!

Hon. A. H. PANTON : I believed in it be-
fore the hon. member was born and I still
believe in it.

Mr. Leslie: There was not much indica-
tion of encouragement when you were on
this side of the House.

Hon. A. H. PANTON: The hon. membex
does not know the difference between en-
conragement and discoursgement. He will
gee the difference now he is sitting on the
Government side of the House,

Mr. Leslie: I have not changed one bit.

Hon. A. H. PANTON: I want to clear
up one point regarding the land guestion.
The member for Beverley referred to im-
migration and said that we had made a
new contract with the Cominonwealth Gov-
ernment, That Government does not make
contracts; it merely told us what it was
going to do.

The DWlinister for Lands:
that,

Hon. A. H. PANTON: And will con:
tinze to do so, because it has control of
the purse and proposes fo utilise that
power. Whal we got from the Common-
wealth Government was an infimation that
an advisory committee would be constituted
~ comprising Mr. Beasley, the present High
Commissioner in London, who would be
chairman, and the State Agents-General.
We had a guarantee from Mr. Calwell—
it will be found on the file—that no migrant
would be brought from the 0ld Country to
this State unless our Agent-General was sat-
isfled with him.

The Minister responsible for immigration
knows that there ave sufficient nominated
people waiting to come to this State, who
will be a little or no burden to the Govern-
ment or the State, to fill all the ships likely
to he available during the next 12 or 18
months. That applies to Great Britain. We
have made no agreement except to represent
the Commonwealth and look after the mi-
grants when they arrive here. As regards
the turn ronnd of the boats at Fremantle

It still does
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instead of sending them on to the Eastern
States, that was not decided upon at the
conference I attended. It was mooted by
the Federal Minister at the time that he was
going to look into the question of dealing
with the boats in that way and of bringing
some people out by air, That was the last I
heard of it until I saw in the Press what
was being done,

I thank the Premier for his kindness in
tabling the file relating to the appointment
of the publicity officer. 1 say more in sor-
row than in anger that Mr. Clementson, in
his wsual astate way, bas tied himself up,
according to the file, to a good agreement.

Hon., A. R. G. Hawke: Tied the Govern-
ment up!

Hon. A. H. PANTON: He has tied him-
self up also. 1 am sorry to see that he bas
agreed to work 48 hours a week just when
we are battling for a-40-honr week, and I
believe that journalists work about 36 hours
a week. At any rate, he has to be there 48
bours a week, though I do not know whe-
ther he will be working Lhose hours. He is
to hold the position until 1950, so he will
be fairly right.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: He hopes to be
there till 1950.

Hon, A. H. PANTON: Well, if anybody
shifted him, he would have the right to com-
pensation, It is an Exceutive Couneil
minute. T do not blaine Mr, Clemenison. T
supported him ardently when he was seleried
as a Labour candidate for the Senate.

The Attorney General: He is quite a
highty qualified man.

Hen. A, H. PANTON: I have nothing to
say against his qualifications, but there is
nothing in the file to indicate that applien-
tions were ealled for the positien. I sup-
pose there arc other qualified journalists
who could have done the job equally well.

The Premicr: Did you call for applica-
tions?

Hon. A. H. PANTON: No, but we ap-
pointed a first-class man who had served
efficiently in the Navy.

" The Attorney General: There might have
heen other returned men with qualifica-
tions. -

Hon. A. H. PANTOX: There might have
been, but they had ne opportunity to apply
for this position,
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The Attorney General: I mean that in
the prior case you referred to, they had no
opportunity to apply.

Hon. A. 1. PANTON: There might have
been & dozen. Do not let us gel ab cross
purposes. The poliey of my party is pre-
ferenve to unionists, and when the Minister
for Lands rushed in the other night and
asked me where I stood, I said “preference
to uniomists.”” 1 have stood for prefer-
ence to uniooists all my life, and will con-
tinue to stand for it. My experience has
been that a large number of returned sol-
diers are goed unionists. Let me tell the
Attorney General that if he consults the
records, partienlarly of Government em-
ployment, he will find that 95 per eent. of
the top jobs in the service are held by re-
tnrned soldiers, not because this party ap-
puinted them but because they were the
hest men for the job, 'That is what should
happen. .

But the pregent Government has flaunted
its policy of preference to returned soldiers
—the Minister for Lands definitely said so
the other night, and so did the Attorney
tieneral—and if they stand for that, they
at least should have found ont whether
there were returned soldiers qualified foér
this position. A salary of £830 a year for
three years is net a bad job. [ suggest in
all fairness to journalists wha may be re-
turned men—I1 do_not know how many there
are or their eapabilities; in faet, I do not
know that I am aware of the names of any
of them—that tHese top jobs should be
open to them and, so long as I am here, I
shall maintain very definitely that they
should he piven an opportunity at least of
making application.

T venture to say that when the Premier
led his Cabinet down to the R.5.L. execn-
tive to he entertained by & large meeting
of ‘retnrned ‘soldiers, of which T was very
proud, the R.S.I. had a right to conclnde
that they had a Government that would
honour that poliey. The majority of Minis-
ters are returned servicemen; a large num-
her of the members sitting behind the Gov-
ernment are refurned men, and the R.8.L.

had every right to believe—as a member of -

the R.S.I. and an executive officer for the
last 23 vears T certainly believed-—that all
returned men would have an opportunity
to apply for these jobs. I have remarked
about the aetion of the Minister for Lands

[7

127

the other night in rushing in and asking
what I stood for. I stand for two things
and am proud of both of them—one is pre-
ference to unionists and the other is the
policy of populating this country by good
sol'diers who pave serviee in the war.

On motion by Mr, Grayden, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 4.16 p.am,

Yiegislative Coroncil.
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The DEPUTY PRESIDENT took the
Chair at 4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS.

HOUSING. PERMITS.
Az to Two-urit-family Homes, Fremautle,

Hon. G. FRASER asked the Minister for
Mines:

1, In his poliey speech prior to the recent
State ecleetions, the Prcmier promised he
would i=sue cach month permits to huild
a limited number of homes for two-unit-
families. How many of these permits have
been issued to applicants in the Fremantle
area during

(2) April,

(b) May,

(¢) June,

(d) July?

2, If none was issned during the above
period, when does the Premier intend to
allot a quota to the Fremantle applieants?

The MINISTER replied:

1, No such promise was contained in the
Premier’s policy speech but the answer to
the question is nil,



