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COMMITTEES FR THE SESSION.

Council's Message.

Message from the Council received and
read notifying the personnel of sessional com-
mittees appointed by that House.

BILL-SUPPLY (No. 1.4, £3,100,000.
Returned from the Council without amend-

ment.

House adjourned at 9.8 p.m.

2EesthzAzeml
Thursday, 7th August, 1947.
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The DEPUTY SPFAKE& took the Chair
ait 2.15 pan., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS.

KOOLAX ISLAND IRON-ORE.

Aes to Conlsulting Parliament on
Exrplaitat tos Proposal.

H1on. A. A. 31. COVER LEY (on notice)
asked thle Minister representing the Minister
for Mines:

Will lie undertake to give Parliament the
right to deride nna' pioposal that would in-
v~olve the exlloitationi of the iron-ore de-
posits, at Koolan Island for other than pro-
cessinig and] manufacture in Western
Australia?

The ('IIIEF SECRETARY replied:

I cannot assume to give Parliament any
right at- take away any right it already hag.

RAILWAYS.

As to Appointments of Administrative
officers,

Mr. MARSHALL (on notice) asked the
Minister for Railways:

Mr. C. Raymond, Acting Secretary for
Railways, and Mr. Raynor, Acting Assist-
ant to the Commissioner of Railways, were
appointed to these respective positions in
an acting capacity by the previous Govern-
ment.

(a) Has the present Government made
these appointments permanent under .1See-
tion 68 of the Railways Acit

(b,) If so, upon what date was the neces-
sary Executive Council minute signed?

The MINISTER replied:
(a) His Excllency the Lieutenant-Go;'-

ernor in Executive Council line approved
the appointment of Mr. C. Reyniond as
Secretary for Railways and Mi. P. C. Ray-
nior as Personal Assistant to the Commis-
sioner.

(b) 23rd July, 1947.

GOLWUNING.

As to-Stnte flattery Returiis to prospectors.
Mr. TRJAT (on notice) asked the Minis-

ter representing the Minister for MNines:
In view of the statement attributed to

the Minister for Mines in the "Kalgoorlie
Miner" of thre 2nd inst, will hie advise how
many grains per ton a prospector would re-
eover from a State battery fromt sands
valued at 3 dwt. equalling- 72 grs. per ton?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:

10.8 grains per ton of ore crushed.

CHARCOAL-IRON INDLUSTRY.
AIs to Appointmaent of r.1A. Gibson

to Inquire.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKEi (on notice)
asked the Minister for Industrial Develop-
ment:

WNill he lay on the Table of the House
all pap)ers covering the appointment of Mr.
A. Gibson to inquire into the VWundowie
Charcoal-Iron and Wood Distillation In-
dustry?

The MINISTER replied:.
Consideration will be given to the matter

as soon as the report of Mr. Alexander
Gibson is available.
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SAWN TIMBER.

As to Quantities Exported.

Mr. HOAR (on notice) asked the Prem-
ier-

1, 'What quantities of sawn timber were
exported to the Eastern States for the two
six-monthly periods Juy-December, 1946,
and January-June, 19471

2, Are the quantities being exported fur-
ther increasing V

3, What quantities of sawn timber were
exported to places outside Australia for the
two six-monthly periods July-December,
1946, and January-June, 1947?

4, Are the quantities being exported to
such places increasing?

5, Has it come to his knowledge that the
statement is freely made that jarrah is now
easier to obtain in South Australia than
in Western Australia?

The PREMIER replied:
1, July-December, 1946, 29,293 loadis;

January-June, 1947, 18,300 loads.
2, Figures show a substantial reduction,

but production for the Eastern States has
been higher than quantities actually shipped
for January-June, 1947, owing to difficulties
with regard to railway trucks and shipping.
This will be reflected in higher shipments
fromn July to December of this year.

3, July-December, 1946, 9,834 loads;
January-June, 1947, 10,623 loads.

4, Oversat exports as above are within
an approved programme. There will be
some increase in oversat sleeper exports
in the coming six months due to reduced
requirements for the Commonwealth railway
system.

5, Any statement that jarrab is more easy
to obtain in South Australia than in West-
ern Australia is contrary to fact.

MILK.

As to Scheme for Thzprovtng Supply and
Distribution.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN (on notice) asked
the Minister for Agriculture:

1, Is the action of the Milk Board in
refusing to approve of contracts except as
between dairymen and holders of treatment
licenses a scheme, or part of a scheme, for
the improvement of the supply, delivery or
distribution of milk for consumers?

2, If the answer to question 1 is in the
affirmative, has the scheme for the improve-
ment of the supply, delivery or distribu-
tion of milk to consumers been submitted
by the Milk Board to him for considera-
tion ?

3, Has he approved of the scheme?

The MINISTER replied:
1, No.
2 and 8, answered by No. 1.

HOUSING.
(a) As to Homes Completed and Under

Construction.

Hon. F. J. S. WISE (on notice) asked
the Premier:

1, How many homes under Housing Com-
mission control were-

(a) Completed in Western Australia for
the month of March, 1947?

(b) Completed during the months of
May, June and July, 1947, and for which
permits had been issued in the time of the
Labour Government?

(4 Under construction as at the 1st
April, 19471

(d) Represented in contracts let and
for which construction had not com-
menced at the 1st April, 1947?
2, How many houses dealt with by private

ownership were involved in aspects similar
to (a), (b), (c), (d) in Question 1?T

3, How many houses are at present in
course of construction both by Housing
Commission and private contracts in connec-
tion with permits issued and contracts let
since the 1st April, 19471

4, How many, homes have been completed
in respect to Housing Commission contracts
approved since the 1st April, 19471

5, How many young married couples and
couples with one child have been granted
homes and are in occupation of such homes
and which have been approved for such oc-
cupation since the Ist April, 1947?

The PREMIER replied:
1, (a) Commonwealth-State Housing

Agreement, 77; State Housing Commission
and War Service Fomes, 23; total, 100.

(b) Commonwealth- State Housing Agree-
mnent, May 69, June 45, July 90; .!State
Housing Commission and War Service
Homes, May 38, June 17, July 38; MeNess
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Housing Trust, May 2, June 3, July nil;
respective totals, 'May 109, Juhie 65, July
128.

(e) Commonwealth- State Housing Agree-
ment, 563; State Housing Commission and
War Service Homes, 165; MeNess Housing
Trust, 15; total 743.

(d) Commonwealth State Housing Agree-
ment, 274; State Housing Commission, War
Ser-vice Homes, and MciNess H~oiising Trust,
not available.

2, (a) 205; (b) May 43, June -128, July
not yet available; (e) 390; (d) not avail-
able.

3, Commonweal th-State Housing .Agree-
ment, 405; State Housing Commission and
War Service Homes, 116; MeNess Trust, 4;
private, not available.

4, Commonweal th-State Housing Agree-
ment, nil; State Housing Commission and
War Service Homes, nil; MeNess Housing
Trust, nil; private, not available.

5, Nine.

/(b) As to Purchase of Nasal Base Military
Huts.

Mr. FOX (on notice) asked the Premnier:
1, Has the Government given considera-

lion to the purchasing of military huts at
.Naval Base, with a view for use for housing
purposes?

2, What decision has been arrived at9

The PREMIER replied:
1, Yes. Representations have been made

to the Prime Minister -with a view to the
State acquiring the buildings.

2, A reply has not been received from the
Prime Minister.

FORESTS DEPARTMENT.
As to Pint, Plantation Near Beacons field.

Mr. FOX (on notice) asked the M4ifiister
for Forests:

1, Ta, he aware that the Forests Depart-
ment is utilising a valuiable tract of country
within one and a half miles of the Beacons-
field tram terminus for a pine plantation?7

2, That this land is necessry for the
further expansion of the -City of Fre-
mantle?

3, That the pines already planted cut off
the currents of air from windmills to the
detriment of primary producers?

4, Would he advise the Forests Depart-
ment to discontinue planting pines in this
area when there are thousands of acres of
poor land available for this project!

The" M1YTSTER replied:
1, The Forests Department is planting the

University Endowment Lands at Appleeroas
under agreement with the University. The
area is known as the Somerville Pine Planta-
tion.

2, The area is within the Melville Road
Board District and outside the boundaries
of the Fremantle Municipal Council. There
is ample scope for expansion of the City of
Freman tle without encroaching on the
Somerville Pine Plantation.

3, Only one complaint has been received
about pines cutting off the current of air
from windmills, and this has been satis
factorily adjusted with the settler.

4 , The agreement between the University
and the Forests Department made in 1926
provides for a regular planting programme
of 100 acres per annum and the whole of the
area will have been planted by 1948. The
plantation has been established on land par-
ticularly suited to the growth of Maritime
Pines, which are developing very satis-
factorily.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.

Third Day.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. J. T. TONKIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [2.25]: Mr. Deputy Speaker, hav-
ing seen the files relating to the Metropoli-
tan Market Trust and the Dairy Products
Marketing Board, I find it necessary to make
some additions to what I said the other
evening. First, I desire to thank the Min-
ister for having made the files available to
the House;? and, before I proceed further,
I apologise to him for two statements which
I made by way of interjection, one denying
that I had deferred the appointment in con-
nection with the Dairy Products Marketing
Board, and the other that, with the excep-
tion of the appointment to the Potato Mar-
keting Board, which appointment I bad
made at the request of the present Premier,
I had not made any other appointment after
the previous Government was defeated. I
can give a completely satisfactory explana-
tion of both these matters, but T apologise
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to the Minister for having denied at the time
that I had done those things, my recollection
not having been thoroughly efficient.

1 endeavour to strive for accuracy. I am
not always able to achieve it, but I strive
for it, and that is why I shall make some
additions to what I said the other evening.
Before I proceed to elaborate on the case
-with which I dealt, I desire to explain the
two appointments to which the Minister for
Agriculture has objected. He suggested that
I should have made the appointment to the
Dairy Products Marketing Board, but that
instead of doing so, I defei red it. The facts
are these: The papers relating to the Dairy
Products Marketing Board reached me on
the 25th Mlarch, some days after the previ-
ous Government bad been defeated and
within seven days of that Government's
handing over to the new Government. The
new Government took office on the 1st April.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: Very appropriate!

Ron. S. T. TONKIN: So, seven days be-
fore that, I bad before me the papers recom-
mending the appointment of certain persons
to the Dairy Products Marketing Board. I
4ubmit, Mr. fleputy Speaker, that very pro-
perly under the circumstances, as the vac-
aney did not occur until the 8th June, which
was, more than two months after the new
Government took office, I did not make the
appointment. It would have been wrong
of me, I consider, to do so. The Minister
for Agriculture believes otherwise. He
thinks I should have done it. I leave it to
the House to judge what would have hap-
pened had I done so and what attitude the
present Government would have taken under
those circumstances. Therefore, I make no
apology whatever for not having made the
appointment. It is -what 90 Ministers out
of 100 would have done in the same circum-
stances. Any other attitude could not have
been justified. With regard to the Metro-
politan Market Trust the position was en-
tirely different. The vacancy had occurred
many months before owing to the election
to the Senate of Mr. J. A. Cooke, who was
obliged to resign his position on the board
because of his election.

It had been the practice, in appointing a
consumers' representative on the Market
Trust, to ask for nominations from a body
representative of all the unionists in the
metropolitan area. That body is the Met-
ropolitan Council of the A.L.P. I followed

the practice of my predecessor and asked
the council to forward a panel of names,
which it did on the 5th December, placing
Mr. Webb as No. 1 choice. That was the
choice of the unionists themselves. The Min-
ister for Agriculture made some play the
other night on the fact that I had appointed
a man already in a good job to the Market
Trust, and to a job which gave him an addi-
tional £C3 a week. I did so, but on the
recommendation of the unionists themselves,
who submitted his name as No. 1 choice.
The recommendation came to me on the 5th
December. I immediately asked the Under
Secretary for Agriculture to have the neces-
sary papers prepared so that the appoint-
ment could be made. That appointment was
therefore virtually made before the election.
I will give members the exact date.

The Minister for Lands: I think you will
find the Executive Council minute dated the
31st March.

lion. J. T. TONKIN: I am not talking
about the minute, but the direction to the
Under Secretary.

The Minister for Lands: I am sorry.

Hon. .1. T. TONKIN: I received advice
from the metropolitan council dated the 5th
March. My minute Adressed to the Under
Secretary is dated tOw 10th March, and
reads--

Please have p~aiwrs p~reptirtil1 fur the appoint-
meat of C. HI. Webb.

So the appointment was virtually made be-
fore the election. It was not possible for
the Government to have an. Executive Coun-
cil meeting so close to the election. We were
all busy about the country. At the first
Executive Council meeting after the elec-
tion, the appointment of Mr. Webb was
made. That was the 21st March. So the
facts are that the vacancy had occbrred
months before whereas, with regard to the
Dairy Products Marketing Board, the vac-
ancy was not to occur until some .monthi
hence. Further, the decision to appoint Mr.
Webb had been made before the election and
the papers -would have gone through in the
ordinary. way had there been time for an
Executive Council mneeting. Such meeting
was not held until the 21st March, and at
that meeting the appointment was made. If
there is anything wrong in that I fail to
see it. That is an appointment which, under
those circumstances, any responsihle Minis-
ter would have made.

110
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With regard to the appointment made to
the Dairy Products Marketing Board by the
present Minister, I find it was done by Cab-
inet decision. The decision to appoint Mr.
Philp was a Cabinet decision. Therefore, the
Government knew full well wvhat was being
done, and knew that it was not in accordance
with its promise to the people before the elec-
tion. We were told the other evening that two
of the reasons this appointment was made
were firstly the desire to put a returned sol-
dier on the board, and secondly that Mr.
Ryan was well over 70. So it was made
under a misapprehension, because Mr. Ryan
is not well over 70; he is 67.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Only a boy!

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Not so much older
than Mr. Philp.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Or the member for
NedI andsa

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: If the Government
made the appointment under the impression
that he was well over 70, that was a pretty
slipshod way to do things--starting to guess,
without making certain. Let us take the re-
turned soldier aspect. The Government
sought to eapitalise the fact that a non-
returned soldier was being put off the board
and a returned soldier was being put on.
That sounds all right, and it is all right if
it is consistent-if that is the policy; sack
everybody and put returned soldiers on.

The Premier: That is not the policy.

Eion. J. Tr. TONKIN: That is what was
argued in this case. "The man is not a re-
turned soldier, so sack him and put a re-
turned soldier on." But that was not done
in connection with the directorship of the
School of Mines at Kalgoorlie. There the
many next in line for promotion was a re-
turned soldier but he was passed over. He
was attached to the School of Mines and
was a returned soldier with excellent creden-
tials, but he was passed over and a non-
returned soldier from the Mines Department
was given the job. So it is idle for the
Government to plead that in connection with
the £12 a year job it was necessary to put a
returned soldier in but with a job where the
salary was hundreds of pounds-pretty close
to £1,000, I understand-it did not matter
whether the man appointed was a returned
soldier or not. That is pretty thin, and I
uinderstand that the R.S.L. at Kalgoorlie are
tip in arms over this, and have asked 'the
Federal Attorney General to endeavour to

amend the Act so that such a thing cannot
occur again.

Mr. Leslie: Not only for that one.

Hon. J. Tr. TONKIN: No.

Mr. Leslie: Not only for what the Govern-
ment does, either!

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: It is to stop the
Government making a lot more appoint-
ments of that kind.

Mr. Leslie: I t is -to stop quite a lot more
people, too.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: It is only the Gov-
ernment that can make these appointments
here.

The Attorney General: Was it not on the
recommendation of a Goldfields committee
that the appointment was made?

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: The recommenda-
tion of the Under Secretary was that Mr.
Ryan be appointed on the board.

The Attorney General: I am referring to
Kalgoorlie.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I do not know.
The Attorney Genera!: I think you will

find that is so. -

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: But the Government
does not take any notice of recomnmendat-
ions! The recommendation in connection
with the Dairy Products Marketing Board
was that Mr. Ryan be appointed. It was
a recommendation from the Under Secretary.
The joke of this is that Mr. Philp thought
he had been appointed to the Milk Board,
and woke up to find himself on the Dairy
Products Marketing Board!1 What happened
I do not know. He know he was going on
some board, hut Mr. Ryan did not know he
was going off until he read it in the
"Gazette."

The Chief Secretary: I thought you told
him.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: How could I? I said
it would happen. I could not tell him it had
happened, much the same as it -will happen
to other boards.

Hon. A. H. Panton: The Minister has said
it will.

The Minister for Lands: Of course it will.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: The Minister could
have sent a letter to Mr. Ryan if he was just
being superseded- If it was a just case of
his appointment not being carried on and
somebody else was to get the job, surely. it
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would have been a decent thing to send Mr.
Ryan a letter thanking him for his services
-which were perfectly satisfactory; other-
wise, the Under Secretary would not have re-
commended his re-appointment-and telling
him that Government policy was such that
somebody else was to take his place. But
that was not done. He was left to find out
by reading the "Gazette.'. Governments do
not usually do those things. That rubbed
salt into the wound and made things worse.
When replying to me the other evening the
Minister suggested, or rather said, that f
used in this House information he gave me
when speaking to me in the lobby. 'I denied
it. The Minister knows full well that he
never spoke to me in the lobby. So I a'n-
not understand the reason for his making
such a despicable statement.

The Minister fqr Lands: Cut out the word
"despicable" and-

Hon. J. T. TOKIN: Was it not?
The Minister for Lands: I will reply

later.
Hon. J. T. TONKIN: All right.
The Minister for Lands: I -want to be

decent to you.
Hon. J. T. TONKIN: That is why you said

that I used something you told me in the
lobby and yet you never spoke to me.

The Minister for Lands: So you did!
Hon. A. H. Panton: It is a serious accusa-

tion.
The MIinister for Lands: It is a serious

accusation. We were speaking in the lobby.
Hon. J. T. TONKIN: You never spoke to

me in the lobby.
The Minister for Lands: That is all right.

I will deal with you later.
Hon. A. Hf. Panton: The fighting weight

is what?
The Minister for Lands; No, in the Rouse.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: If the Minister
thinks threatening me will do any good,' I
will tell him I am not to be influenced
by threats.

The Minister for Lands: No, I would not
threaten you.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I tell the Minister
that he does himself less than justice by
persisting in saying that he spoke to me
when he did not. Then he went further
and. insinuated that I wag eavesdropping.

When he knew he had made a mis-statement
about talking to me, he stated I overheard
what he said. I say again very deliberately
that I was never within earshot. It is true
I did approach the Minister on one occasion
when I saw him speaking half-way down
the corridor, but immediately I came up
the conversation ceased because I said,
"Excuse me," and asked Mr. Ryan to come.
I turned immediately on my heel and went-
No conversation took place during that
period.

The Minister for Lands: Did you come
back again?

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Yes-No, not to
the Minister, I came back to the door, but
'was not within 12 yards of the Minister.

The Minister for Lands: I will clear up
one point now. I did not accuse you of
eavesdropping.

Hon. 3. T. TONKIN: The Minister
should road wvhat he said. Firstly lie ac-
cused me of saying something in this Chain-
bar that he had told me in the lobby-a
thing I would rather die than do. When
the Minister found he was wrong he in-
sinuated that I had been eavesdropping.
What happened was this: I used in this
House a statement which Mr. Ryan told
me the Minister had made, and I kept to
myself a lot more. If I were to tell the
House what Mr. Ryan told me the Minister
would take a header ovcr the back of his
seat.

M1r. Mann: Let us have it.

Hon. J, T2. TONKIN: No, I will not do
that. I had a perfect right to make use
of what Mr. Ryan told me, because I did
not give him, or anyone else, an under-
taking that information coming to use
legitimately would not be used. 1, there-
fore, had a perfect right to use what he
told me, as I have a perfect right to use
all that he told me if I feel so disposed,
but I will not do that. I will content my-
self with what I have already said. Which-
ever way we look at this appointment-
it is only a very small one, but it is a
matter of principle just the same-the Gov-
erment has to admit that it is absolutely
contrary to the undertaking it gave to the
electors, namely, that appointments to all
positions would be filled by persons with
ability and knowledge. So, despite the fact
that Mr. Ryan had been recommended for
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reappointment and was still well under 70
instead of being more than 70, he was dis-
carded and some friend of the Minister's,
I suppose, was put on in his place. I do
not quarrel with that if there is a vacancy,
but I do quarrel when a vacancy is created
for doing such a thing.

The Government has put in Mr. Braine
as chairman of the Bulk Handling Com-
mittee. Now, Mr. Braine, is a friend of
the Government's. A position was vacant
and he was appointed. I make no com-
plaint about that any more than the Minister
should make a complaint about my putting
Mr. Webb, a trade union representative, on
the Metropolitan Market Trust. If a Gov-
erment has an opportunity to give one of
its friends a job we cannot expect it to
appoint one of its enemies. But when the
Government makes the definite pronounce-
ment that its policy is to fill positions ac-
cording to ability and knowledge, and it
has no intention of living up to that -under-
taking, then I suggest I am entitled to criti-
cise it and to point out what it has done!

Mr. Leslie: Would you concede that there
are some people with ability and knowledge
who are friends of the Government?

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I hope so!

Mr. Mar-shall: Very few.

Hon. J. T. TON7KIN: What is more, I
have no objection 'to the Government's ap-
pointing them to vacant positions. If a Gov-
ernment appoints people without ability and
knowledge then it will be in trouble.

Mr. Leslie: But this position was vacant.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: No, it was not
vacant at all. The Government made it
vacant by putting off a man who was already
on it and who had given four years of ex-
cellent service. The Government did not even
know how old be was.

Mr. Leslie: The fact that he had been four
years there did not give him a mortgage on
the job.

Hon. 3. T. TONKIN: I agree.
Mr. Leslie: His time had expired.

Hon. 3. T. TONKIN: But it was a reason
for his being considered, seeing that his work
was thoroughly satisfactory and could not
be criticised. The Government ought to do
the decent thing and admit the true situation,
namely, that it did depart from its promise
to the people, and that it hadI its own reasons

for doing so. It is taking fanil responsibility
for having done so, but why try and justify
it when it cannot be justifiedt Why say &
man is wvell over 70 'when he is well under
70? Why should the Government talk about
putting a -returned soldier in a job worth
about £12 a year when it does not appoint
a returned soldier to a job worth nearly
L1,000 a year? There is no consistency!

My purpose in bringing the matter for-
ward is to remind the Government that wo
far as I am concerned it Will be given every
opportunity to put into operation the pro-
mises it made, The promises which require
time will be given time to be, fulfilled, but
where the Government has fallen down on
its undertakings then it will be told about
it, and I take it that it is part of my job,
as a member of the Opposition, to mentionr
these things When I see them, as I wvill later
mention other things that I have seen. I
-intended to speak about this and give the
facts, and not a lot of assumptions or-
opinions. That is why I have made the
statement in connection 'with the appoint-
ment to tho Dairy Products Marketing'
Board.C

The Minister for Lands: You were very-
nasty in accusing us of being fraudulent.

Hon. J. T1. TONKIN: It is a, fraud. The,
other night I quoted to the Minister the legal
definition of fraud, and this fits it exactly.
There are four lawyers in the Cabinet; let
the Minister ask them.

The Minister for Lands: They would all
differ.

Hon. A. H. Panton: It would not be the
first time, either!

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: There is very little
rooma for a difference of opinion about this.
This fits. absolutely the definition of fraud
wlich I gave the other evening, and the
Government has to take full responsibility
for it. Many other things have already.
occurred on which the Government has fallen
down badly in connection with its under-
takings. It was said the other evening that
during the election time it was to be ex-
pected that the Parties would say many
things that are not true.

The Attorney General: I said it was to he'
expected that we would be hurt by things-
the other side said.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Is that it?

The Attorney General: Yes.
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lion. J. T. TO.NKIN: You do not Bay that
it is to be expected that Parties will say
many things that are not true.

The Attorney General: No.

Hon. J. T. TO2RIN: But your Party did
that.

The 'Minister for Lands: That is a matter
of opinion. You wait until we dish up some
of your stuff.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: That is a matter
that can be proved. Tbe Minister for Lands
-will have some trouble and difficulty in
"dishing up" as he says, to this House some
of the statements made by us during the
election, that we could not live up to.

Mr. Leslie: You did not make any; you
were not able tot

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: That shows what
sort of a task confronts the Minister for
Lands. [a due course, at the appropriate
time and on the proper subjects, the Govern-
ment will be reminded of when it made ex-
travagant promises and statements and sub-
sequently failed to carry them out. Having
cleared up> the inaccuracies surrounding the
case that I dealt with the other night and
having, I hope, removed any doubt as, to
-what happened in that case, T will not take
up further the time of the flouse.

M. MANN (Bevericy) L2.5il [1 1 wish to
congratulate you, 'Mr. Deputy Speaker, on
your appointment to the position of Chair-
mian of Committees. I regret that the
'Speaker himself is not present this after-
noon, but I hope hie will soon hie recovered
from his indisposition. I desire to con-
gratulate him on having been elevated to
the high office of Speaker of this House,
tin office that I know he will fll -with dig-
itly. I pay tribute to the Leader of the
Opposition and his colleagues, the ct-Minis-
ters, for courtesies shown by them in the
past to muembers on this -side of the House,
hoth in the course of deputations- and other
administrative work. I always received
from them the greatest possible considera-
tion and wish now to record my thanks.
To members of the new Government I of-
fer my sincerest congratulations, particu-
'larly to the Premier. Of eight of us who
were here many years ago only three now
renfain. Of those three, the Premier has
attained his present high position, and, the
member for Toodyay is now Minister -for

Lands. I hope they wvill remain with us to
many years and I am sure that this ne'
Government will govern efficiently and 'wit
a clear conscience.

To the young inembers who have so re
cently been elected I offer my congratuls
tions. No doubt they have come here wit'
marvellous visions of what they are goin,
to achieve, but I assure them that, as tim
goes on, they will find themselves to h
very small puppets indeed in this game o
polities. I have often felt that outsid
the portals of this House of Parlianen
should be placed a notice reading, t 1 Aban
don hope all ye wvho enter here.'' I thin!
most new members enter the House wit
the sincere purpose of reforming the al
fairs of the State of Western Australia, bu
they find eventually that the amount the
aire able to achieve is small.

The time has conmc when we should mak
soechange in our Parliamentary systen

For many years it has been the custom to
n Cabinet of eight or nine persons to gov
emn the State. That has applied in the pits
and it applies to the present Governmeul
Those eight or nine persons are eleete
writh ful~l power and a full control in affair
of State. Actually the situation is littl
different from that which applied in Hitlei
itc Viermany. In that case there was a ma
who picked the best brains in Germany t
help govern that country. I hope the ne'
flovernment will adopt a different systeny
either that of the House of Commons, wher
each 'Minister has a Parliamentary undei

srtay, so that the country is governe
with the assistance of practical men; o
even the Commonwealth system, wher
Select Committees are appointed to investi
gate the affairs of different departmenti
Hitherto the members of Cabinet Mo~n
have formed the supreme body, and tha
applies also in the case of the present Gov
em men t.

In His Excellency's speech there is n
mention of members of Parliament, bo
only of 'Ministers who will do this or thai
The member for Guildford-Midland wa
for many years on the Government side o
the House and I often wondered why h
was not in Cabinet. I have always admirei
his ability and have wondered why he a
in the back benches. Had the then Pre
ier been wise in choosing his Cabinet h

would have had the experience and abilit:
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of' the member for Guildford-Mid land to
help in governing the affairs of the State.
We have heard the member for North-east
Fremantle charge this Government with
fraud, and 1 think that is the most scanda-
lous thing ever said in this House.

Hon. 3. T. Tonkin: I made the charge
and proved it.

Mr, MIANN: The member for North-east
Fremantle did not prove his Case at all.
This charge is a serious reflection on the
House and I think it is up to the member
for North-east Fremantle to withdraw his
remarks. I believe the only reason he was
allowed to get away with the statement
was that thle Chairman did not realise the
seriousness of the charge he made. If such
statements are allowed to be made we will
soon have a bedlam here such as exists in
the Federal House. ruder the Standing
Orders there is power to ensure that such
.statements, if made, are withdrawn.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: Find the Standing
Order and I will support you.

Mr. MANN: The Chairman of Commit-
tees has power to control the Chamber. The
member for North-east Fremantle is per-
tiurbed over the appointment ha mentioned,
because the trade unions told him to make
tih' appointment. The whole idea is that
be was il-isrL~cted by the Tradles Hall to do
it.

H~on. A. H. Panton: That is a new one.
Mr. M1ANN: We' do not want the State

to be controlled by the trade unions. I
wikt disgusted at the comments of the mem-
ber for North-east Freman tle and I think
that even now he could apologise to the
House. Followting my remarks on a change
in the formt of Government, I think the
overnment should adopt. my suggestion as

to under-secretaries or should appoint as-
sistant ministers. In 1945 I travelled -with
the Premier and other members on a tour
to many parts of the State on a Select
Committee dealing with vermin. That comn-
inittee was eventually converted into a
Royal Commission. In the course of that
tour members of the committee wvere deeply
impressed by the team-work achieved, and
party questions were forgotten dluring the
t'nu1rse of their investigations. In his
speech on the 7th August, 1945, the present
Premier said:
I suggest that we should co-operate in regard
to future planning. Since I bare been in

Parliament I have had the privilege of serviag
on a number of Select Committees. I recently
served oil one that wvas turned into an Ron-
orary Eoyal Commission. I hare found that
as a result of the work of those Committees
mutch good has come about. The reports have
come to this h1ouse and have been of benefit
to the country. The Cominittees, as I hove jLost
said, consisted of representation from all sides
of thle House. I feel that such a committee!
eomilc help ill regard to the housing problem.

I hope thle premier will take note of those
remarks and realise that that spirit is
essential for the welfare of the State. I
think he is honest enough, having made that
statement, to carry it into effect. That
would be for the bettor government of the
State compared with the present system of
government by Cabinet itself,

Mr. Marshall: It is fortunate for the
Premier that you reminded him of his state-
ment.

Mr. MIANN: In "The West Australian"
this morning there was an announcement
regarding thc- appointment of Mr. Bateman
to conduct aln inquiry into matters affecting
the native population. I am very glad to
know that tsome suchll investigation is to he
carried out, hut I am sorry the Government
appointed 11r. Bateman rather than choose
three members, representative of the parties
in this Houtse, to undertake the task. What
is Parhiame'it for?' We are elected from time
to time to iea] with the affairs of State, but
when it coinca to making- inquiries regarding
s;ome. su1ject, invariably we go outside Par-
liament to select a Royal Commissioner who
is generally-, a mag.istrate or a lawyer.

Hon. A. 11. Punton: The Government is
looking for brains!

Mr. MANN: That may be so, but at any
rate it does not indicate any faith in the
membhers of the House. Neither the present
Government nor former Governmnts have
indicated faith in memibers of Parliament
but hare gone outside to make appointments
in connection with Royal Commissions and
other investigations. I hope my remarks
will encourage the Government to bear in
mind that members of Parliament should
be availed of to assist in administering the
affairs of State. I have indicated some
directioLs in which we could help. I trust
then in future we shall not go outside the
ranks of those who were elected by the
people to participate in the administration
of the State's affairs.
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I desire briefly to touch on the question
of soldier settlement, I am very much con-
cerned today regarding the men to be placed
on the land. A numuber of them have received
their alloeation of blocks, bitt nothing
further- has been done to any great extent.
Nothing is known by them regarding the
rentals they will have to pay, the stocking
arrangements for their properties or any-
thing else regard ing their farm work. I have
had this matter in mind for a long time,
aind I notice that the Government recently
announced in the Press that it intended to
launch somne n ew scheme in connection with
soldier settlement. f shall look forward to
a further pronouncement of the Govern-
ment's policy in this regard.

Hon. A. II. Fanton: So will I.

M r. MANN: I will go, further and say
that if the Government finds it clearly de-
monstrated that it cannot handle the prob-
lem in conjunction with the Common-
wealth Government, then it should send the
Minister for Lands to Canberra to ask the
Commonwealth Government either to allow
the State Government to control the land
settlement schemne for the Commonwealth or
else that the Commonwealth should control it
alpne. Dual control is most unsatisfactory;
it is no good at all. That was proved dur-
ing the regime of the Labour Government
and now we see the same sort of thing con-
tinuing. I make the suggestion that the
Minister should he sent to Canberra so that
the whole matter could be thrashed out.
More properties are being selected and
bought, and the price of stock is increas-
ingly high; with nothing doing, the men
,who are to take uip the blocks are wasting
their time today. Instead of being on their
own blocks they are wasting their time in
other directions.

One of the silliest things ever has been
the institution of the agricultural school for
returned men, which has been set up at
Harvey, It is one of the greatest farces
ever perpetrated to take men who .have

spent all their years on farms and put them
through a school of that description, where
they are told how to conduct an agrieul-
tural property. It has often been said that
the only way to lenn farming is the hard
way, and I defy anyone to prove that there
is any rosy path to success in agricultural
activities. A man will learn from his own

mistakes and not from any directions re-
ceived from university men with their high
flown ideas of what should be done. Within
the last few days I met a young man who
had just left the University and according
to his degrees he was a duily qualified farnm
economist. He is full of ambition and quite
certain ais to how hie will be able to assist
the farming industry. I put one questioii
to hint to indicate that he had no possible
hope of doing anything, except under fav-
ourable conditions. I put it to him that
if we had a good season and prices were
high,0 then it was all right, but that there
was no power on earth that could control
the seasons. All the theory in the world
will not help, and the only way to gain

scesis the hard way.
Under qxisting, conditions the soldiers'

settlement scheme is a complete farce. T
am afraid that whenm the men do eventu-
ally get on the land, what with the multi-
tude of regulations and the methods; of
control exercised, they will he worse off than
were the soldier settlers placed on the land
-after the 1914-18 war, and God knows they
wvere badly enough situated.

Hon, A. H. Panton: Hear, hear, hut
these men will not be overloaded with debt.

Mr. -MANN: Why go on purchasing pro-
perties when no attempt is made to get the
amen on the land and settled downI I re-
peat that it is the Government's duty to
send the 'Minister for Lands to Canberrat
to discuss the whole question with the Coin-
monwealth Government. If the State Goov-
ernment is not allowed to control the opera-
tions for the Commonwealth, then the Com-
monwealth itself should assume full re-

spnibility. At any rate, I will certainly
listen with interest to the speech of the
Minister when he deals with soldier settle-
ment matters and outlines the Government's,
policy. I certainly hope it will be more ef-
fective than that of the Commonwealth
Government to date. I have no idea what
the policy may be. Manyv young men are
spoiling to get their own properties, and
yet they have to work onl other people's
farms and so are making no progress them-
selves. They see the price of wheat on the
world's markets at a high figure but no-
one can say what the price will he in f he
future. I prophesy that when prices do
come down they will not stop half-way but
will tumble down with a trai-h.
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lion. A. ff. Panton: Then why put men
,on the land to face that sort of thing!

Mr. MANN: I want to know what is the
position. Should prices fall, the soldier
settlers may have a load of debt around
their necks, due to the work of the econo-
mists -who figure out the costs in connection
with the scheme. I onderstand that the
economists work out the actual costs that
the men will have to .pay on taking over
their properties. Whatever decision is
reached in that respect, any falling prices
or adverse seasonal conditions will affect the
whole position, and yet the men will have to
pay. Some marvellous schemes have been
evolved by the academic theorists in agri-
culture, but the practical part wvas not
there. There is a great possibility that the
exchange rate at present operating will soon
tease, and it may be that with a f all in the
-exchange rate Great Britain's primatry in-
4ustries will suffer. The Prime Minister
said recently that the exchange rate was
under review. Whereas prices are high now.

*should there he a faUl it' the exchange rate
and Australia receive 25 per cent, less than
she has been getting in the past, the effects
will be serious.

Many people are obsessed with the idea
that we are living in the most marvellous
country in the world. So we are, but unless
the primary industries can stand up against
the cost of production, then should prices
fall the' crash must he inevitable. While the
depression we experienced in 1930 and in
subsequent years was indeed bad, there is
no doubt that we must face a changed posi-
tion now within a year or two because of
the enormous costs imposed -upon our pri-
mary industries. We have to shoulder a
40 hour week and continually increased costs
of production due to the turmoil and indus-
trial strife in Australia. Because of these
dfifficulties cojamodity values are reduced pro-
portionately. In the years to come we will
have to face a collapse not on the basis ol
production but of a starving -world thal
cannot produce the goods that are essential
We say that we are living in a paradise, bul
it is a fool's paradise.

Hon. A. H. Panton: No-one knows thai
better than you.

Mr. MANN: The hon. member may re
gard this as humorous but should the col
Ilpse cowe that I suggest, it -will be too lat

f or us to endeavour to organise f or the
future. I have said previously in this
House that the moment that happens 'we
shall see the effect of the work of the com-
munists in -reaping the harvest.

lion. J. B. Sleeman: Will you tell the
House how you tried to stop the strike
here I

Ron. F. J. S. Wise: Tell us how you
walked out.

Hon. A. H. Pan ton:- Yes, a one-man
strike.

Mr. MANN: Next I desire to touch
on the transport question. I think it
can be assumed from the Lieut.-Gover-
nor's Speech that we are to have a bounti-
ful season, and I certainly hope that that
wvill be so. If we have a harvest of
30,000,000 bushels of wheat, it will take two
years to transport the grain to the sea-
board. We have a very heavy'lambing and
a very large wool clip, and I assume that
before long it will be necessary to cart
water to various outback places. I feel
greatly perturbed about the possibility of
railway freights being increased. It may
he necessary to increase them, but I tell the
Government that if it expects the primary
producers to carry the whole of the burden
of freight and of reducing the deficit on
the railways, it simply cannot be done.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Do not you think
the present Government will raise the
freights?0

Mr. MANN: I have no idea at all.
I make that statement because a warnig
has already been given that we shall be
asked to swallow this sugar-coated pill.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Do you remember
what was said before, particularly by the
memb er for NedlandsY

NIj. MANN: I want to raise the
*question of transport generally. I consider

it folly for the Minister or his Government
to believe that the railways should control
the whole of the transport in the State.

*We have a Royal Commission sitting, malk-
bing an investigation chietfly into the question

of constructing rollingstock, but the admin-
istration is the important part of the under-
taking. If the Commissioner of Railways
has decided that, under the powers given in
the transport Act, he will force everybody
to use the railways, another thought is corn-

e ing to him. What happened last season regard-
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iag superphosphatet No less a quantity than
60,000 tons was carted by road. I say to
the Minister that it does not matter what
his opinion is, the Government will be corn-
pelled to approve of road transport for fat
lambs to the -market, for superphosphate
and for wheat.

I cannot imagine wheat being allowed to
lie at the sidings for two years before it
can be conveyed to the seaports. Why
should the primary producers of the State
he compelled to hear the whole of the bur-
den of the railway deficit or the interest
burden? It cannot be done. I suppose a
Bill will be introduced at a later stage deal-
ing with railway ad-ministration and I shall
listen to the explanation of its provisions
with the greatest interest. We have given
the Commissioner full power over our trans-
port and the people of the State have to
submit to that dictation. Even if the rail-
way capital were written down, interest
charges on the money written off would still
have to be found by the State.

The question we should ask ourselves is,
"What is the future of transport?" I be-
lieve that aerial transport will play a very
important port and that the day is not
far distant when the railways will be merely
the haulers of heavy freight and no-
thing else. Let us consider the posi-
tion. Tn every part of the world to-
day the demand is for quick transport.
If we are prepared to continue with the
present obsolete system of transport with-
out expending millions of money to pro-
vide heavier tracks, etc., this State must go
back. If we are to compete with oar pro-
duce in the markets of the world and keep
production costs Avithin bounds, we must
have better transport.

When the .Government hat; our transport
tsystemn investigated, the best man outside
Australia should be employed to make it,
regardless of what his fee might be. .If

the Government can secure the services of
a man who is fully conversant with modern
transport and its requirements-air, rail and
road-he should be employed to the end
that our railways may be put upon a pro-
per basis. For years we have had mal-
administration. .That cannot be denied.

Mr. Marshall: The Minister has already
denied it.

Mr. MANN: I am not concerned with
what the Minister has said, hut I am eon-

cerned as to what Parliament is going to
do. Efficient transport is vital to the pro-
gress of this country. Nineteen thousand
sheep are required each week in the Mid-
land Junoflion market and we have had
proof that the railway transport of live-
stock is a thing of the past. The same
trend is noticeable in regard to the trants-
port of passengers. I consider that there
ought to be a thorough investigation into
all phases of the running and admninistra-
tion of our railways. The administration
in the past has been bad, The 'Minister will
recall that when the Labour Party was in
power, a motion for the re-appointment of
the present Commissioner of Railways was
fought very bitterly by members of the then
Opposition.

Hon. A. A. 1%!. Coverley: What are you
going to do about it?

Mr. MANN: We have reached a stage
when we should resolve that if a man can-
not do his job, he should go. The Lieut.-
Governor's Speech deals with one matter
that to my mind is very important; I refer
to the subject of migration. It states-
Preparations have been mnade for thy reception
of migrants, but for the present it is9 con-
sqidered that immigration should be restricted
to those for whom aecommodaition willilie
provided on arrival.

I hope the Government intends to make
arrangements to select the people who will
come here from oversea. I understand that
at the last conference in the Eastern States
on migration-the member for Leederville
was Minister at the timne-it was arranged
that the Commonwealth officials would sel-
ect the migrants for all the States of Aus-
tralia. Is that correct?

Hon. A. H. Panton:. No.

Mr. MANN: Then can the hon. member
tell the House whether the State will have
any say in the selection?

Hon. A. H. Panton: We shonld have.
We bad a representative on the advisory
committee.

Mr. MANN: Who is he?
Hon. A. Hf. Panton: The Agent-General-

the latest appointqe to that office.

Mr. MANN: I maintain that the State
Government has a perfect right to select the
migrants who are to come here.

Hon. A. H. Panton: We have made no
agreement.
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M r. MANN: Then the Government should
make arrangements for the selection. Unless
we bring people to this State, we shal not
be able to hold it because of the declining
birth rate. I suggest that the Government
should take up this matter seriously and
isend the right men Rome to select the right
people not only in England, but also in
Europe--Norwegians, Swedes, and Ger-
mans. Young people in Germany are tired
of their conditions and could well be
brought to Australia.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: If we could ar-
range to send you to England, you would
have to he in a better mood. than you are
today.

Mr. MANN: South Africa is drawing
heavily on the migrants available in the
British Isles and so are Canada and New
Zealand. I amn not concerned about the
eastern part of the Commonwealth, but I
am concerned about Western Australia
where we have a population of only half
a million. The Premier has a wonderful
chance to adopt a sound immigration poi-
icy. One of the first planks in the Govern-
ment's policy should be immigration. The
immigrants who came here in the early days
to pioneer the country did not ask to have
houses provided for them. They housed
themselves, and set about to develop this
country. If men of that type were brought
here today, they would help themselves and
in so doing would help the State also. If
the Premier loses this chance or defers
action until the present housing shortage is
overcome, he will find that he is too late.
The field will then he for the southern
Europeans, who will flock here in thousands.
Unless we populate this State-the largest in
the Commonwealth with relatively the small-
est population-in 25 years there will be no
'Western Australia. In the islands to the north
the Dutch are dispossessed and the Indone-
sians are in power, and I ask members to re-
flect upon what that will mean to Australia
and this State in particular. Let us select suit-
able immigrants from the Old Country and
assist them when they arrive here.

lion. A. H. Panton: Thousands have been
nominated and are awaiting transport.

Several members interjected.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. MANN: I appeal to the Premier to

select representatives from the trade union
movement, the Chamber of Commerce and

the primary industries and send them Borne
to choose the right type of immigrants. I
think by doing that we shall get a large
population. It is far better that we should
have, as immigrants, northern Europeans
rather than southern Europeans. I wish the
Government every success. I think the Min-
istry is sound.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: Very noisy!

Mr. MANN: It is very sound indeed. I
personally think the Government will achieve
much. I hope it will.

Hon. J. B3. Sleeman: Do you not think it
could be improved on?

Mr. MANN: No. I think the best brains
possible have been selected.

Hon. A. H. Panton: You have changed
your mind.

Mr. MANN: I hope the Government will
succeed because that would be for the good
of Western Australia. I visualise the Gov-
ernment remnainling in office for a very long
time indeed.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: You could see your
own reflection in it then.

Mr. MANN: When I come to retire or nam
east out of Parliament, I shall look hack on
my 17 years' association with members of
this Chamber and think of the remarkable
friendship that has existed between all
parties. There has been no bitterness. We
do not have squabbles here. Let us contrnUlr
to carry on this Parliament in the way in'
which it has been carried on in the past.
Our Parliament is unique among the Par-
liaments of Australia. I sincerely hope that
that spirit will continue not only for the
sake of goodwill among members, but for
the good of the State of Western Australia.

MR. WILD (Swan) [3.2-5]: Mr. Deputy
Speaker, may 1, through you, congratulate
the Speaker on his elevation to the high
post which he now occupies. I have no doubt
that he will add lustre to the office, as was
dlone by his predecessors. To you, Sir, may
I also offer my congratnlations, although I
hope that most of your work in the House
will be in Committee. To the Cabinet I
would also like to convey my congratulations.
The members of the Cabinet have had very
littla opportunity to understudy those posi-
tions during the past 14 years, but I have
no doubt that they will, by dint of applica-
tion to the subject and hard work, overcome
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those disabilities and rise to the occasion. I
intend this afternoon to address myself to
one or two matters affecting my electorate
and then, prior to concluding, I shall speak
on one or two matters that affect th whole
State. First, I want to raise the question
,of the Plant Diseases Act which was passed
by Parliament last session. I feel that this
Act, as it stands today, has not the whole
4eoncurrenee of the growers of the State. I
sipeak particularly of Swan, because as
members are aware, my electorate has a very
big percentage of the men affected by the
Act.

Growers arc very perturbed over two pro-
visions of the Act, Section 12 (b) and 12
(c), which give a municipal council, a 'road
board or a certified fruitgrowers' associa-
tion the opportunity to call for a poil of
growers to decide whether a district shall be
determined as verminous. Section 12 (c)
provides that 60 per eent. of the growers,
when the poll has been called for, must he
in favour of such determination before effect
can be given to it. I point out to the House
that in Swan-I am not able to get a com-
plete pieture--taking the road from Renwick
through to Armadale wve have 347 commer-
-cial growers; hut in that same district there
arc over 1,000 orchards which, as you know,
Sir, may have only one tree each. It has
been said to me that the people owning these
backyard orchards arc not concerned with
the poll;- but I venture to say that if it means
trespassing upon their own preserves and
having to pay something, although I know it
ns but a mere pittance, %/d. per tree, or 6id.
per acre as a minimum, they will probably
go to the poll to record a negative vote.

In addition, Section 12 (d) provides that
if the poll is defeated, the same set of
growers cannot demand a poll again until
the expiration of two years and nine months.
Therefore, in effect, if these growers are de-
feated by the backyard orchardists, they
will have to put up with the fruit-fly
for a further two years and nine months
before they can take action to eradicate it.
I understand that the South Suburban Fruit-
growers' Association in my district, with
headquarters at Kelmscott, are taking action
and have discussed the matter with the Cit-
rus Council, and it is hoped that Shortly
some constructive criticism will come from
them and that if they can think of a better
method than the one already offered by the
4Government the Minister for Agriculture

will listen to their reasons and, if necessa
and if thought fit, see that an amendmei
is put through to overcome their diffhcultie:

I wish to say a few words on the KWh
munde water schemne. This has been a hard
annual for 25 years; and having peruse
the file, I find that the excuses for delstyin
the scheme have been insufficient populs
tion, the expense of the scheme and nom
lastly, insufficient water. A few years ag
Kalsmunda was looked upon purely as
summer resort, but in latter years it ha
passed that condition and it is definitely a:
outer suburban area frond which man
people come to Perth for business ever.
day. The population has increased to 3,00
in the last seven years. For that there ar
many reasons-the housing shortage dow
below, plus a road horan alive to the time
and prepared to allow people to erect strut
tures not built down here, In fact peopi
can there erect buildings with 9ft. 6in. tci]
ings and costing only £500 to £C600. As
result the population has increased con
siderably. The late Ron. A. R. G. Hawke-

Hon. A. H. Panton: Not late! He is sti]
alive.

Mr. WILD : .- met a deputation last yea'
or rather early this year, fiom Kalamundi
in connection'with this scheme and £100 wa
approved for a survey. I am pleased to se
that this work is being undertaken, and
would say to the Minister for Works that
hope -when estimates are prepared for thi
big job we -iltl have preliminary work o
reticulation in the town undertaken befor.
the Mundaring wall is completed. It wa
started in March of last year and I was. lei
to believe it would take three years to corn
plete. I understand now, however, that
will be closer to five years, I hope the Minis
ter for Works will have the reticulation wont
commenced so that the day the wall is corn
pleted the people in Kalamunda will be abl'
to turn on their taps.

My district is also very greatly affectei
by drainage. We all know that in the las
two years there has been an unureccdentei
amount of rain. I was discussing the mat
ter last Sunday with one of the old resident
of my dlistriet. He has lived in Kelmscot
for 40 years. He showed me a drain run
fling through his property which 10 year
ago he -was able to step over, but to crosi
,which Loday he requires the use of a loft
plank. I have walked around this distrie
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quite a bit in the last few months and I feel
that a lot of the trouble is the result of closer
settlement and of people moving trees and
each manl higher up improving his own pro-
perty by draining water away, naturally to
.5omewhat lojwer ground, with the result that
the fellow at the bottom collects the whole lot
from everybody higher up. T understand
that a survey was commenced in Wongong
during the war but could not be completed
WI account of the scarcity of surveyors. I
appeal to the Minister for Works to see that
this survey is completed and that an over-
all scheme for the whole of the drainage
from Forreetfield to Wongong is undertaken
as5 early as possible.

I do not intend to be at all critical of the
pirevious Government. I would much pre-
fer to accept things at they are'today and
try to face up to them. But I do think that
with regard to the question of electric power
the predecessors of the present Government
cannot say that they were entirely blame-
less. Everywhere one goes in the Swan
electorate one finds that people were pro-
mised power as far back as 25 and 26 years
ago. I perused one file the other day in
which it was indicated that in 1926 the
people of -Mundaring would have po-wer
within 12 months. But 21 years hate passed,
and I had to go to the board a. couple of
weeks ago and tell them that I regretted
they would not get any power for another
three years, because we had not any to give
them.

In another district, Westfield-only a
small centre-the people were told in 1922
that they were to be given priority for
power. Tn 1940 the late Mr. Sampson went
to them and said, "I think that if you all
put in five per cent. of the amount required
for the transformer to supply you, you will
get power." Recently I was asked to find
out whether those people should leave their
five per cent.-it was only a matter of £C121
-where it was or have it back, and through
force of circumstances T had to tell them
that the best thing they could do would be
to take their money back and get a little in-
terest on it and try again in another four
or five years time.

T perused the report on the Government
Railways, Tramways a2nd Ferries, which
provides some rather interesting information
and indicates the foresight that must be
vxercised by the people in authority so far
as electricity is concerned. This report

1el

shows that for the last 10) years the power
used in Western Australia-that is, with
thle available supplies we have had-has in-
creased .100 per cent. If we go back to
1925 we fnad that between that year 4nd
1935 the consumption rose 100 per cent.
and from 1933 to 1945 it went up by 110
per cent. It is reasonable to ussu me, there-
fore. that ini 1955, $instead of requiring
.57,000 kilowatts, as we have at present, we
Will requlire 110,00 or 120,900. 1 put it
to the- Mlinister controlling power supplies
in Western Australia that he does not want
to think in terms of one '25,000 K.V.A.
unit but in terms of 10 mnits of that size.
We~ all know that inlli. thpat few years.
particularly in the past 10 years, th use
of electricity has increased and would have
increased terrifically if -we had only pro-
duced the available power. Bat it is rather
like coal. 1) think one chases the other.
Coal is based on power, hut we must have
power to drive industry.

How can we attempt to induce indus-
tries to come here from the Eastern States
if we have not the power for them to work
en? I put it to the 'Minister that hie should
give the matter very serious thought. I
think it will be found that in a few years
every house in Australia where power i.-
available will be equipped with a refrig-
erator and with a water-heating system.
thermostatically controlled. These things,
will be part and parcel of every house.

The Minister for Education: Have you
worked out what Governments were in of-
fice during the two decades in which the
demand for ele~tricity increased?

Mr. WILD: I want to say a few words
about education. During the past few
years very much has been done by way of
educating the youth of our country; but
I feel we fall short in the matter of supply-
ing children with the requisite training to
fit them to go out into the world. We
bring children into the world and I main-
tain it is our responsibility to see that they
are fitted when they leave school to take
their place on an equal footing with others.
I base --my argument, firstly, on 'what has
conic to he known in Western Australia as
the measuring stick of education, and that
is the Junior standard. The figures last
year-the latest -we have available-show
that there were 54,454 children at school.
of whom 5,671 left when they reached the
age of 14 years.
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I am going to advocate that the leaving

age be raised to 16., 1 knowv that will cause
)lowls from all over the place! We have

firstly to consider giving children the op-

portuitity in- life that 1 mentioned before
ati, secondly, ail to whether standard VI.,

at which the preponderance of them-.95
per reeit.-lav, today is sufficienit to lit
them in keeping With the demands of todlay.
I say, definitely, that it is not. In raising

the age to 16 we wvould be faced with at very
big problem as it would mean we would

htate 20,000 extra children at school in the

first year.

With the present shortage of materials,
etc., I realise 'it would be impossible to

cope with *thema, but 1 pitt it to. thle Mlinis-
ter for Education that wve Might ease the
question in gradually so that in 1948 we
wouild allow, 25 per cent. or 4those who
wo;uld ordinarily leave school, to carry on
for another six: months. In 19)49 we could
al low themo to carry onl for twelve months,

and in 1950 for IS months, and in 1951
for the fall two years. it would mean adl-
ditional teaching staff, buildings and ad-

mnistrative statf, and more money. But
what are those things when it comes to ouir

ob jec-tive I rea lise. tihat we cannot all fie

doctors or lawyers, or have a university
educat ioit, hat at thle same time, knowledge
is no weightI to carrv and I' to feel thlin
it is our hounden duty to give ever'y eliild,
whether he lie yours, 'MT. I )epntvy Speaker,

or mulle, ia opportunity' when he goes Out

in the world to earn at good living.
Bieforpe concl udinrg, I w~an[ to speak n

the subiject of L.B. I feel that in past years

this matter has been pushed a'side. We

have all said, 'ft is -somenie else* ])Lialy,"
and so it has gone on. We have dlone little

or nothing- to eradicate it. I do conimenld
the previous flovermnt for), tile Milk Art

it put through, boecaus~e T think that is a9
step in the right direction. it aims at

eradicating L.B. cows. But We shuldi go
much fuirt her thant that and have at mass9
x-ray exaiminationi of the population. 0Suich

an examination would. I feel sure, reveal

that a larger percentage of' our" People
suffer f4orn T.B. than we imlagin1P One

thing we must do is this: If a tun, wvoman

or child is stricken with this complaint
we must see that he or she is, maintained

in good circumstances during treatment.

I cannot help) remembering the unfortun-
ate ease of a maun who was in the arios with

me in 1943. He did not serve outside of
A ustralia and, as a result, was not eligible
for repatriation benefits. He was stricken
with T.B., taken -to Woorolon and dis-
charged. I did not know of this at the time.
lie wits sent to Hollywvood with some ail-
mient, andl front there he was moved to
Woorolco. I first heard about his wife and
family of three little kiddies. All she was
able to get-A forget the exact sum-was in
the vicinity of 25s. a week to maintain her-
self and the three children while her bus-
Ian(I was in WdJoroloo, absolutely incapable
of helping her!

Honl. A. H. Panton: That is completely
altered now.

Mr. WILD: Yes, and I hope it is. We
must ensure that whoever suffers from this
csooplaint can be ceitain that not only he,
bitt his family, will be looked -after suffi-
elently while the treatment is being under-
taken.

Ilon. W' AVB. Johnson: You know that is
the present policy?

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!

Mi-. WILD: A small colony is being estab-
lishied at Wooroloo but, we should go fur-
ther than that. During the war we were
able to spend £1,000,000 a day to go out and
kill other people. If we could afford to
do, that, then w~e van afford to spend
.4 2,000,000 a day to look after the health of
(air owni plell. In conclusion, I would like
to Say, how pleased I ant to have the opper-
iritity of representing the electors of Swan.

I hope that during my term here I will be
f some assistance and that I wvillI make
onie mark in the Parliament of Western

A ustralia. I also lhope that I shall not
lie tempted to criticise if I cannot be con-
sfrutacive. Furthermore, I feel that in West-
own Australia we have a matgnificent State
and], if' we aill pull1 together irrespective of
out- calling or station in life, there is no
reason why this cannot be not only the peer
of States in Australia, but in the whole of
the Biritish Coninonwealth of Nations.

HON. A. H. PAXTON (Leedlerville)
[3.471 : In company with members who have
already spoken, I desire to congratulate Mr.
Spejket- on his elevation to that position
andl to express my deep regret at his indis-
position so early in the session. To von,
Mr. Deputy Speaker, T extend congratula-
thlins, and might I say that I think yours is
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the harder'job. 1 have held both positions
for long periods, and I have always argued
that the Chairman of Chmmi~tees bus a
much wore difficult 'task than has the
Speaker. However, I feel that you will
make a success of the Chairmanship, and
ant sure that membhers will. do what they
have dlone in the past, and tlhnt is, give every
possible assistance. I desire also to con-
gratulate the member for Sussex on his
maiden speech, It is a bit of an ordeal
it) speak in the louse when crowded with
%isitors and others. With him, I regret the
vircumstanees that made it possible for him
to come here, namely, the loss of our dear
friend, Henry Willrnott. We all knew him
as a inan, and appreciated his wonderfullyr
good qualities. As the Preniier said, he was,
a man who suffered a great deal, and suf-
fered in silence.

I do not propose to set out onl a critical
speelh. I ant more in an inquisitive framte
of mind today. I was rather interested in
many of the statements made by M1in-
isters during the short period they have
occuipied the Treasuiry hen-h. One whichi
struck Inc particularly, and about which I
amn very curious, was that made by the Pre-
mier as to honours, the distribution of which
was one of the new Government's first tasks.
I sin not one of those who cavil at the
distribution of honours. The only thing that
worries mie is that I have not yet had one
myself, perhaps because I am not in the
right [)arty to get it.

The ]Premier: Do not despair.

lion. A. 11. PANTON: I am rather eari>
(Oils as to what the Premier meant when hie
said, I think it was at the Lord Mayors
reception or a meeting of the liS.. Exeen-
tive--

The Premier:- It was at the reception to
IMr. Troy.

Hon. A- H. PANTON: The Premier stated
-according to the Press, and they aire al-
ways ii t-that his Government proposed
to distribute honours only to those who gave
Service.

The Minister for Education: I think he
said "to give honour where honour is due."

The Premier: To the deserving.
lIoIn. A. H. PAXNTON: He said the Gov-

erment. intended to distribute honours to
those who travp service and, if I can, T want
to get his deflniVon of "'Servie." To my
knowledge there have beep onh'Y three reeipi-

eats of honours since the new Government
camne into office. I approve whole-heartedly
(of honours being distributed to those three
gentlemen.

The Premier: There have been fiv.

lon. A. H, PAXTON: ] know only of
three, the Lieut.-Covernor, Sir Thomas
MNeagh er, and 'Mr, Stubbis.

Thel Premier: AlSo Mr. Aaderson and Sijr
J1olhn. irwvan.

llon. A. U. PANTON: I urm referring to
the other three and will mention Due in par-
tieular, Seeking information. I refer to the
ex-meniber for Wagia. I think members
wvill agree that if anyone (deserved recogni-
tion it was lie, but -w'hat has struck me as
bei ng pecul iar is, if -i t i s a question of ser-
vice, why the menmber for Wagin Should
have been singled Out, as a member of Par-
liajucut, above certain others. I want to
trace the history of two es-members of this4
llou~e whose careers ran almost parallel.
The CIN-Mwiubcr for Wagin and the eX-mVein-
her for Collie both entered Parliament in
11108. The es-member for Wagin wvent into
the Legislative Council and later resigned
to contest the Wagiat seat, eventually coming
into this House. Both those members
entered Parliament in 1908, and] left Perlia-
zuenlt On thle Samle day.

I do not k-now what is thle Premier's defini-
tion of service..- Is it service to the coml-
muanity? If thint is it I wisht to deal with the
ease. of those two in in particular. I do
not know whether the e-member for Colli
was asked to accept any honour. It may
bie that he was asked, but refused. I take it
for granted that he was not asked. Both those
members Served the community equally -well
ais member-s of Parliament. The ex-member
for Wag-in was'at one time Mayor of Perth
and was Speaker for only a fortnight short
of three .-ea is. The cs-mnember for Collie
wasi in Parliament for the same period. Hle
dlid a tremendous amount of work after the
19114-18 war, in looking after the interests
of returnedi soldier-s who were being exploited
lby land sharks and others. During the whole
timne that lie wvas in (his House he was
Chairman of the War Patriotic Committee,
reRiznlng- just before he left. lie also ser-
ved overaca for a considerable time as a
soldier.

If it is a rinlestion of serviee to the corn-
inanity, and that service can be given in
Parliament, I would like to know the reason
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for the differtntiation between two men who,
in my opinion, merited equally any honours
that were to be distributed. It might have
been that Mr. Wilson was in the wrong
party. He has not spoken to me about it
and I have not seen him for a considerable
time. Last night I asked the present mem-.
her for Collie, Air. Wilson's son-in-law,
whether he knew anything about it, and he
said he did not. If we are to have a dis-
tribution of honours-I have no objection
to it-let the distribution be fair and equit-
able, based on service to the community.
I suggest to the Premier that he give this
matter a little thought and consideration.
If he did that there would probably be lesss
objectiqn to honours being distributed on
the basis; of what the Premier believes to he
service to the community. If he does that
I give my guarantee that I will always be
prepared to help him. I propose to leave
the matter there.

The Premier: I note what you say.

Hon. A. I1. PANTON: I am glad to hear
that. The Premier will be one of the few
to do so. One could say a great deal about
soldier settlement, and I was sorry to hear
the member for Beverley speaking in such
a pessimistic strain today. Had I known
he was goinL, to speak in that way I think
I could hart' arranged to give him a little
"isting" to put him in a better mood. We have
heard some most distressing speeches and
Arguments about the man on the land, as to
what he is suffering, and so on.

Whether the, present soldier land settle-
ment scheme is good, bad, or indifferent
I think that, when it conmes into operation,
it will be one of the best ever instituted in
Australia. The member for Bevertey wants
the Minister for Land.q; to go ahead with
a State scheme, and yet on top of that lie
says we should have it imwediately because
he believes prices, which are good utow, will
be such, by the time the scheme is in opera-
tion, that the men concerned will be starv-
ing again. I do not think it would ben
good idea to get the Minister to spend a
lot of money on land settlement under those
cikcumotanoes4 21 frcal the member for
Mt. Marshall making the suggestion that
when we get the first man on the land under
the seheie. we should have a real bean-
feast.

Mr. Leslie: I hope we willt

Hun. A, H. PAN TON: I suggest that the
previous Minister for Lands should be in-
vited, but I promise not to starve myself in
the meantime, because I am afraid I would
be very thin by that time. I think the pre-
senit 1Minister for Lands and some other past
critics have discovered, now that they are
behind the scenes, that everything is not so
easy as all that. The suggestion of the
member for Beverley that the Minister for
Lands. should be sent post haste to Can-
berra to tell the Commonwealth O3overnment
either to get in or out is so much wind.

The Premier and the Attorney General
will be going to Canberra shortly. I sug-
gest that they should have a long and con-
fidential chat with Mr. McLaren. If they
do so they will find that lie is not so easy
to get in or out, and that the whole matter
ia not quite so readily dealt with as is
thought by those who place all tile blame
on the shoulders of State Ministers. As a
matter of fact, it may be that too high n
standard was set for the scheme. Quite
possibly that was so, but I am not one to
agree with that. I believe that when the
mn are put on the land they will at least
be able to m4e a success of their opera-,
Lions. If they do not, then it will be the
human element that prevents success, and
that result will not be due to anything
that the present or the previous Govern-
inent attempted to carry out. With regard
to the proposal of the Minister for Lands
-I do not know if he was annoyed at the
time when he made the statement to a depu-
tation-ko recommend to Cabinet, I do not
know if lie has done so-that the State
should proceed with a scheme of its own-

The Minister for Lands: We published
Cabinet's decision that We were going to
do that,

Hon. A. H. PANTON: I warn the Minis-
ter and his colleagues that they will have
many things to do before such a scheme
can be put into operation. If it is in-
tended simply' to carry out the, old idea,
enunciated today by the member for Bevri.
Icy, and put men on their blocks to do.
velop them in the bard way, I can assure
im that I am not prepared to support any

proposition under which men will he
put on heavily timbered country to progresr
tile hard way. In the past we broke morn'
hearts in Western Australia than ever the
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Americans did while they were here-
merely by putting men on the land in the
hard way.

Mr. Leslie: The Americans did not break
hearts the hard way.

Hon. A. A. M~. Coverley: How do you
knowT

Hon. A. H. PANTON: As Minister for
Lands, I had the experience of going round
the country and noting the conditions that
existed. That was because we did not have
the machinery required for the work. We
wanted to get on with the scheme for
settling soldiers on the land and so the
work was performed in the old hard way.'I also had the opportunity in later years
of seeing what could be done with the as-
sistance of machinery as up to date as we
could possibly procure. Not only was
there ail improvement with regard to the
time factor, but also with respect to costs
and so on. It idaterially improved the
position with regard to clearing operations.
I have taken out a few figures to indicate
the improvement, and they could be bet-
tered very considerably if much heavier
machinery could be procured. Now that
we have a Minister for Shipping and Sup-
plies we should be able to do that.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: We hope.

lion. A. HI. PANTON: The figures 1
have show what work was done by means of
hand labour, which I class as the hard way
and to which we had to resort in the early
day;, in the heavy karri re-growth country.
These disclose that, including the burn-off,
the cost was £36 per acre. Of coarse, that
work was undertaken in the South-West on
land that had been cleared for group settle-
ment purposes and -the scrub had grown up
again. That was because the settlers had
had to walk off the blocks. When we
secured.* bulldozers the cost, including the
burn-off, worked out at from £12 to £14
an acre and the work was carried out in
about half the time that was required with
hand labour. In the red gum country, clear-
ing operations by hand cost £25 per acre,
but with bulldozers the cost, including the.
burn-off, was brought down to £10 or £12
an acre. To clean up the fallen timber on
previously cleared and seeded country cost
from £7 to f8 an acre with hand labour,
but with bulldozers the cost was reduced
to £E4 or £5 an acre.

It is obvious, therefore, that in any new
land settlement scheme carried out by thrn
State Government itself or with the assist-
ance of the Commonwealth Government, the
first thing to be done is to provide the neces-
sary machinery with which to clear the land
If we are to start men off onl repurchased
estates that are partly cleared or on virgin
country, the holdings must be properly
cleared before wheat can be grown or dairy
operations carried out. Someone has to
Pay for that work and 0n the past that
has been the lot of the unfortunate settler.
If he has now to pay even some part of
that cost, at least let us clear the land as
cheaply as we possibly can. It is marvellous
to see what can be done with bulldozers,
even with those of the type we have at the
moment. It is amazing to see how much
work they can carry out in knocking down
the timber, pulling the trees together and
stacking themi in readiness for the burn.
I suggest to the Minister for Lands that
he should not allow himself to be stampeded
into rushing men on to the land in the
hard way. The member for Beverley and
quite a lot of the old chaps talk that way.
Thank goodness, I have not reached the
stage, old as I may be, when I would talk
along those lines and I certainly believe in
giving the Younger generation the advant-
age of up-to-date machinery.

The Minister for Lands: We .have no in-
tention of reducing the standard.

Hon. A. H. PANTON: I am glad to
have that assurance and, if the Minister for
Lands is going to stick to that, he will see
to it that he will not be stampeded into rush-
ing men on the land in the future.

The Minister for Lands: That is so.
Ron. A. H. PANTON: I do not think

the position has been improved since the
Labour Government went out of office, and
I cannot therefore see that the present Gov-
ernment can do much more. We had the
advantage of three D117 bulldozers hired
from the Public Works Department at
a cost of £E13 10s. per day and four D4
bulldozers for which we -had to pay £11 los.
a day. E~'en with that expenditure, we were
able to clear land at a cost 50 per cent.
less than was incurred under ordinary con-
ditions. I understand that the possibility
of obtaining bigger and better machines is
somewhat remote, so I hope that when
the Premier and his colleague are in Can-
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herra they wvill use every endeavour to secure
the best machinery available, There are
plenty of possibilities in this country yet,
but let us clear the land before men are
placed on it.

Mr. Leslie Thank goodness, someone still
believes in the country!

Ron. A. H. PANTON: I believed in it be-
fore the bon. member was born and I still
believe in it.

Mr. Leslie: There was not much indica-
tion of encouragement when you were on
this side of the House.

Hon. A. E. PANTON: The hon. member
does not know the difference between en-
couragement. and discouragement. He will
see the difference now he is sitting on the
Government side of the House.

Mfr. Leslie: I have not changed one bit.

Ron. A. H, PANTOK: I want to clear
up one point regarding the land question.
The member for Beverley referred to im-
migration and said that we had made a
new contract with the Commonwealth Gov-
erment. That Government does not make
contracts; it merely told us what it was
going to do.

The Minister for Lands: It still does
that.

Hon. A. Ui. FANCON: And will con:.
tinue to do so, because it has control of
the purse and proposes to utilise that
power. What we got from the Common-
wealth Government was an intimation that
an advisory committee would be constituted
comprising 'Mr. Beasley, the present High
Commissioner in London, who wonld be
chairman, and the State Agents-General.
We had a guarantee from Mr. Calwell-
it will be found on the file-that no migrant
would be brought from the Old Country to
this State unless our Agent-General was sat-
isfied wiith him.

The Minister responsible for immiamation
knows. that there are sufficient nominated
people waitinga to come to this State, who
will be a little or no burden to the Olovern-
ment or the State, to fill all the ships likely
to he available dm'ring the nex -t 12 or 18
mouths. That applies to Great Britain. We
have made no agreement except to represent
the Commonwealth and look after the i-
grants when they arrive here. As regards
the turni round of the boats at Fremantle

instead of sending them on to the Eastern
States, that was not decided upon at the
conference I attended. It was mooted by
the Federal Minister at the time that he was
going to look into the question of dealing
with the boats in that way and of bringing
some people out by air. That was the last I
heard of it until I saw in the Press what
was being done.

I thank the Premier for his kindness in
tablingr the file relating to the appointment
Of the publicity officer. I say more in sor-
row than in anger that 'Mr. Clementson, in
his usual astute way, has tied himself up,
according to the file, to a good agreement.

lion, A. R. U. Hlawke: Tied the (juvern-
inent up!

Hon. A. H1. PAXTON: He has tied him-
self up also. I am sorry to see that he has
agreed to work 48 hours a week just when
we are battling for z&.4f-honir week, and I
believe that lournalists work about 36 hours
a week. At any rate, he has to be there 48
hours, a week, though I do not k-now -whe-
the~r he will be working those hours. He is
to hold the position until 1950, so he will
he fairly right.

Hfon. A. R. G. Hawke: lie hopes to be
there till 1950.

Hon. A. H. PANT ON: WeVll, if anybody
shifted him, he would have the right to com-
pensation. It is an Executive Council
minute. I do not blame Mr. Clementson. I

spotdhint ardently when he was selected
as a Labour candidate for the Senate.

The Attorney General: Hie is quite a
highly qualified man.

Hon. A. Hf. PANTON:- I have nothing to
say against his qualifications, but there is
nothing in the file to indicate that applica-
tions -were called for the position. I sup-
pose there are other qualified journalists
who could have done the job equally well.

The Premier: Did you call for applica-
tions?

Hon. A. H. PANTON: No, but we ap-
pointed a first-class man who had served
effliiently in the Navy.

IThe Attorney General: There might have
been other returned men with qualifica-
tions.

N~on. A. H. PANTON: There might hare
been, but they had no opportunity to apply
for this position.
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The Attorney General: I mean that in
the prior case you referred to, they had no
opportunity to apply.

H1on. A. 11. PIANTON: There might have
been a dozen. Do not let us get at cross
purposes. The policy of my party is pre-
fereinee to unionists, and when the Minister
for Lands rushed in the other night and
asked mne -where I stood, I said "preference
to unionists.'' 1 have stood for prefer-
ece to unionists all my life, and wvill con-
tinue to stand for it. My experience has
been that a large number of returned sol-
diers are good unionists. Let me tell the
Attorney (leneral that if -he consults the
records, particularly of Government em-
ploymuent, hie will tind that 095 per cent. of
tile top jobs in the service are held by re-
turned soldiers, not because- this party up-
poinited them but because they were the
best men for the job. That is what should
happen.

But the present Government has flaunted
its policy of preference to returned soldier s
-the Miinister for Lands definitely said so
the other night, and so did the Attorney
ti.eneral-and if they stand for that, they
at least should have found out whcth~r
there Wvere returned soldiers qualified f6r
this position. A salary of £850 a year for
three years is not a bad job. E suggest in
all fairness to journalists who may be re-
turned men-I do. not know how many there
are or their capabilities; in fact, I do not
know that I am awareof the names of any
of them-that these top jobs should he
open to them and, so long as, I am here, I
shall maintain Very definitely that they
should be given an opportunity at least of
making application.

It venture to say that when the Premier
led his (Cahinet down to the R.S.L. execu-
tive to he entertained by a large meeting
of'retulrned 'soldiers, of which I was very
proud, the R.S.L. hod a right to conclude
that they had a Government that would
honour that policy. The majority of Minis-
ters ore returned servicemen; a large num-
ber of the members sitting behind the Gov-
ernme~nt are returned men, and the R.S.L.
had every right to believe-as a member of
the R.S{L. and an executive officer for the
last 2:3 years T certainly believed-that all
returned mnen would have an opportunity
to apply for these jobs. I have remarked
ahout the action of the -Minister for Lahds
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the other night in rushing ia and asking
whet I stood for. I stand for two things
and am proud of both of them-one is pre-
ference to unionists and the other is thq
policy of populating this country by good
solidiers who gave service in the war.

On motion by Mr. Orayden, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned (it 41.16 p.m.

Tue,;day, 12th August, 1947.

PAOE
Questions: Rousing permits, as to two-unit4amlly

homnes, Fremantle............2
Nortb.West, as to personnel of committe . 128

Address-ln-rolply, third day..........12

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT took the
Chair at 4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS.

HOUSING.- PERMITS.

Ase to Twvo-unit-family Homes, Fremantle.

Hon. 0. FRASER asked the Minister for
Mines:

1, In his policy speech prior to the recentb
Slate elections, the Premier promised be
would i.ssue each month permits to build
a limited number of homes for two-unit-
families, flow many of these permits ha~'e
been issued to applicants in the Fremantle
area during

(at) April,
(b) May,
(c) June,
(d) Jully?,

2, If none was issued dauring the above
period, when does. the- PremierT intend to
allot a quota to the Fremiantle applicants?

The MLINISTER replied:

1, No s9uph promise was contained in the
Premier's policy speech but the answer to
the question is nil.


